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Message from the President

I am extremely proud and humbled to be associated with the Maha Kumbhabhishekam of the Kundrathu
Kumaran Temple and to provide this message to the Maha Kumbhabhishekam Souvenior. As President of the
Tamil Educational Cultural & Charitable Association (TECCA), I write this on behalf of representatives of the
past and present Management Committees, sub-comm ittees and members.

It is indeed a great privilege to be involved in this important milestone of the Victorian Hindu Community.
This temple has become a symbol of all that is possible through collaboration and hard work. However, it must
not be forgotten that the Temple that currently stands before us is also very much the result of the long term
vision of a few Hindu devotees in our community- since the temple’s conception in early 2000. At present,
Kundrathu Kumaran Temple is much more than just a place of worship — even though this is its predominant
function. It is now also a centre for the study of both Hindu philosophy and practices, it is a place for Hindus
to congregate and practice their religion and culture.

Temples in general, have been an integral part of the daily life of Hindus for many generations. They are
highly sought after by Hindus both in times of happiness and sadness; firstly in order to thank God for the
devotees’ good luck and secondly, to pray for God’s blessings. Hindus visit temples on a regular basis, espe-
cially on days of religious significance and at occasions such as birthdays, wedding days etc. It is to facilitate
these traditional Hindu practices that Rockbank Kundrathu Kumaran Temple was built in the North-West of
Melbourne

At this point [ would like to convey our deepest gratitude to the pioneers of the temple’s initial conception,
as well as to all past members of the Management Committees and sub-committees. Through their vision and
excellent ideas, they have ensured the growth and the future success of this project. On behalf of TECCA, I
would also like to convey our gratitude to Thamil Welfare Services and its twenty shareholders for providing
the five acres of land that has enabled the building of the temple to be on track. The Building subcommittee
in conjunction with the Management Committee coordinated the construction of this magnificent task. It is
my humble opinion that individual tolerance, hard work, determination and flexibility were the key factors
in achieving this success, and for making the Maha Kumbhabhishekam ceremony a reality. Today, all Hindu
devotees living in Victoria should be proud of these great achievements.

The vision of a Murugan temple was initiated with only a few meager thousand dollars in hand. Financing
an enormous project of this nature is not cheap and hence, presented great challenges of its own. However,
with the generosity of the community, well wishers, shrine sponsors, Sangu sponsors, those who made cash
and other donations and those who undertook fund raising activities, the huge financial aspect of the project
has been met. The TECCA Management Committee is extremely grateful and thankful for all your support
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without which the temple would not be here today. TECCA is extremely proud of its financial records to date
and even prouder to be able to pledge to the Hindu community that we will never intentionally mislead or
misguide our members and devotees.

A key aspect to the success of this project, and that which cannot be over looked, is the sheer dedication of
our volunteers. These people have willingly spent numerous weekends on temple premises and provided sup-
port whenever requested. Volunteers have assisted in all areas from construction, poojas and in the kitchen to
providing specialised skills in the form of practicing engineers, architects, surveyors, draftsmen, technicians,
tradesmen, landscapers and accountants. We are especially grateful to the temple building committee and the
countless number of volunteers who have easily saved us over $ 1 million by their tireless efforts. We are
certainly blessed to have volunteers who work so whole heartedly and comprise of excellent talent, who have
indeed enhanced the beauty of our temple. Thank you.

As a Hindu community we were extremely fortunate to have obtained the wonderful services of Sthapa-
thy Mr.Thamaraikannan from Penang, Malaysia. Changes to the Australian Immigration laws in 2008, re-
sulted in additional restrictions to the overseas skilled persons allowed to work in Australia. However
Mr.Thamaraikannan stepped forward and gave his assurance that he would complete the project even if he had
to work as the sole skilled craftsman. Without Mr. Thamaraikannan’s dedication and commitment, our temple
would still be under construction with the completion date looming in the distant future.

It is very gratifying to see many devotees in our community regularly visiting the temple for daily and
weekly poojas and prayers. Many have remarked their feeling of inner fulfillment and satisfaction after visit-
ing the temple. I am sure that each one of us shall benefit spiritually from Rockbank Murugan’s blessings.
We at TECCA firmly believe that our rich Hindu philosophy shall prove to be an effective catalyst to take the
Hindu community into mainstream Australian daily life.

Hindus consider it an endless blessing to witness and participate in a Maha Kumbhabhishekam. This op-

portunity becomes all the more sacred, when we realise that such an opportunity is very rare indeed. Thus, the
Management Committee cordially welcomes you to participate in this historic event.
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Vinayagaratne Sarma

President
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Message from the Secretary
S
TECCA

First and foremost I would like to acknowledge the grace of our beloved Kundrathu Kumaran for watching
over us and our endeavours over the last decade and for giving us the opportunity to take part in this Maha
Kumbahabishekam - one of the most significant events to date, not only in our lives, but also in the history of
our Kundrathu Kumaran Temple.

Personally, I am extremely proud to be associated with Tamil Educational Cultural & Charitable Associa-
tion and in the building of this grand temple which started off as just a small vision by a handful of devotees.
This vision has since transformed into the beautiful Kundrathu Kumaran Temple that now stands in Rockbank,
which is a testament to our handwork, companionship and determination. Our vision for this precinct is not
only for it to function as a Hindu temple but as a facility that can be used for social cohesion, cultural education
and spiritual enlightenment of Hindu and / or the Tamil community for many years to come.

Given that the whole project started off with a bank balance of a meager few thousand dollars, building
the temple, the priest’s residence, along with other facilities has been no easy task. No doubt, we could not
have even come close to achieving this massive feat, without the support of our many generous, hardworking
members and devotees who have spent numerous hours working at the temple over the years. Sustaining this
level of commitment from our volunteers over such a long period of time is a feat in itself and illustrates the
will of our organisation and its well wishers. I thank each and every one of you for your tireless efforts over
the last decade.

Spearheaded by Mr. Ranjan Vaithiyanathan, the Building sub-committee, equipped with numerous volun-
teers, has worked extremely hard to finish the temple construction within six years from the foundation laying
ceremony. Through their efforts of volunteering many hours and innovation, they have easily saved many
hundreds of thousands of dollars and we thank them greatly for this endeavour.

TECCA is also indebted to the many other subcommittees including members young and old who have
volunteered many hours both inside and outside the temple, aiding in organisational, fundraising and other
activities. Without these sacrifices, we could not have raised nearly enough funds to complete this project.

Though TECCA has worked hard, it has also been quite lucky, particularly in regards to the services of
Sthapathy Mr.Thamaraikannan, who is a man that deserves a great deal of admiration. Having flown in from
Penang, Malaysia, his work speaks for itself with such meticulous detail in terms of craftsmanship. But beyond
this, it is almost unbelievable that our Sthapathay has almost singlehandedly crafted this temple, where other
similar temples were built by up to 35 such sthapathies. Mr. Thamaraikannan is not only a talented individual,
but also a true gentlemen and a gem of a man to all those who have had the privilege to know him personally.

It is also crucial that we acknowledge some of the sustained contributions made by supporters of our temple
who are non-members of our organisation.
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The entire temple’s electrical work, including materials, was generously sponsored and completed by Mr.
Elamkumaran of OAM Electrics, which has been an immense encouragement to the project, and TECCA is
very grateful for this contribution.

Mr. Nanda Nandakumar of Nanjay Partners Architects has provided ongoing Architectural services for the
temple. Similarly, Mr. Wimal Wimleswaran has provided legal and migration services for TECCA over the
past several years. We express our gratitude for their support.

The Smart Water Project committee led by Dr. Dharma Dharmabalan, responsible for securing funding
and managing the project to provide the temple with sustainable water and solar powered electricity has been
encouraging for us and we thank the team.

We would also like to thank Mr. Siva Thiruvasagan who helped us in sourcing doors & door frames, Gran-
ite deities, Utsava murthies and many other items from India.

Over the years, there have also been numerous Carnartic (Indian) musical events in all parts of Melbourne
to raise funds for the temple Construction and many prominent Indian, Sri Lankan and local Musicians have
performed charitably in our endeavours, for which we are extremely thankful.

Melton Shire Council and in particular Cr Garry Stock our local Councillor, has supported our temple
building project from the very beginning and we are extremely thankful for their support.

Similarly, many other Hindu temples in Australia, particularly the temples in Melbourne and Sydney have
been very supportive and have provided every advice and assistance we have requested of them, and we ex-
press our genuine gratitude for their goodwill.

Finally, I would also like to thank Sri Maheswara Kurukkal who performed poojas at the temple during the
initial four years under challenging circumstances, as well as Sri Paramasamy Kurukkal and Sri Subramaniya
Kurukkal for their devoted services and for providing their advice & guidance.

Building a temple of this calibre involves enormous contributions from a countless number of people and
it is not possible to acknowledge each of their contributions separately. However, we acknowledge and thank
everyone for their contribution big or small, and most importantly thank our devotees, who are the backbone
of our organisation who support and motivate us week in week out with their presence at the temple. Without
you, none of this would have been possible.

Kasi Nathan

Secretary
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