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Message from the President

I am extremely proud and humbled to be associated with the Maha Kumbhabhishekam of the Kundrathu
Kumaran Temple and to provide this message to the Maha Kumbhabhishekam Souvenior. As President of the
Tamil Educational Cultural & Charitable Association (TECCA), I write this on behalf of representatives of the
past and present Management Committees, sub-comm ittees and members.

It is indeed a great privilege to be involved in this important milestone of the Victorian Hindu Community.
This temple has become a symbol of all that is possible through collaboration and hard work. However, it must
not be forgotten that the Temple that currently stands before us is also very much the result of the long term
vision of a few Hindu devotees in our community- since the temple’s conception in early 2000. At present,
Kundrathu Kumaran Temple is much more than just a place of worship — even though this is its predominant
function. It is now also a centre for the study of both Hindu philosophy and practices, it is a place for Hindus
to congregate and practice their religion and culture.

Temples in general, have been an integral part of the daily life of Hindus for many generations. They are
highly sought after by Hindus both in times of happiness and sadness; firstly in order to thank God for the
devotees’ good luck and secondly, to pray for God’s blessings. Hindus visit temples on a regular basis, espe-
cially on days of religious significance and at occasions such as birthdays, wedding days etc. It is to facilitate
these traditional Hindu practices that Rockbank Kundrathu Kumaran Temple was built in the North-West of
Melbourne

At this point [ would like to convey our deepest gratitude to the pioneers of the temple’s initial conception,
as well as to all past members of the Management Committees and sub-committees. Through their vision and
excellent ideas, they have ensured the growth and the future success of this project. On behalf of TECCA, I
would also like to convey our gratitude to Thamil Welfare Services and its twenty shareholders for providing
the five acres of land that has enabled the building of the temple to be on track. The Building subcommittee
in conjunction with the Management Committee coordinated the construction of this magnificent task. It is
my humble opinion that individual tolerance, hard work, determination and flexibility were the key factors
in achieving this success, and for making the Maha Kumbhabhishekam ceremony a reality. Today, all Hindu
devotees living in Victoria should be proud of these great achievements.

The vision of a Murugan temple was initiated with only a few meager thousand dollars in hand. Financing
an enormous project of this nature is not cheap and hence, presented great challenges of its own. However,
with the generosity of the community, well wishers, shrine sponsors, Sangu sponsors, those who made cash
and other donations and those who undertook fund raising activities, the huge financial aspect of the project
has been met. The TECCA Management Committee is extremely grateful and thankful for all your support
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without which the temple would not be here today. TECCA is extremely proud of its financial records to date
and even prouder to be able to pledge to the Hindu community that we will never intentionally mislead or
misguide our members and devotees.

A key aspect to the success of this project, and that which cannot be over looked, is the sheer dedication of
our volunteers. These people have willingly spent numerous weekends on temple premises and provided sup-
port whenever requested. Volunteers have assisted in all areas from construction, poojas and in the kitchen to
providing specialised skills in the form of practicing engineers, architects, surveyors, draftsmen, technicians,
tradesmen, landscapers and accountants. We are especially grateful to the temple building committee and the
countless number of volunteers who have easily saved us over $ 1 million by their tireless efforts. We are
certainly blessed to have volunteers who work so whole heartedly and comprise of excellent talent, who have
indeed enhanced the beauty of our temple. Thank you.

As a Hindu community we were extremely fortunate to have obtained the wonderful services of Sthapa-
thy Mr.Thamaraikannan from Penang, Malaysia. Changes to the Australian Immigration laws in 2008, re-
sulted in additional restrictions to the overseas skilled persons allowed to work in Australia. However
Mr.Thamaraikannan stepped forward and gave his assurance that he would complete the project even if he had
to work as the sole skilled craftsman. Without Mr. Thamaraikannan’s dedication and commitment, our temple
would still be under construction with the completion date looming in the distant future.

It is very gratifying to see many devotees in our community regularly visiting the temple for daily and
weekly poojas and prayers. Many have remarked their feeling of inner fulfillment and satisfaction after visit-
ing the temple. I am sure that each one of us shall benefit spiritually from Rockbank Murugan’s blessings.
We at TECCA firmly believe that our rich Hindu philosophy shall prove to be an effective catalyst to take the
Hindu community into mainstream Australian daily life.

Hindus consider it an endless blessing to witness and participate in a Maha Kumbhabhishekam. This op-

portunity becomes all the more sacred, when we realise that such an opportunity is very rare indeed. Thus, the
Management Committee cordially welcomes you to participate in this historic event.

@! CMMLASTH mFal Ha) allaThigs 2 E6ELDND!

Vinayagaratne Sarma

President
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Message from the Secretary
S
TECCA

First and foremost I would like to acknowledge the grace of our beloved Kundrathu Kumaran for watching
over us and our endeavours over the last decade and for giving us the opportunity to take part in this Maha
Kumbahabishekam - one of the most significant events to date, not only in our lives, but also in the history of
our Kundrathu Kumaran Temple.

Personally, I am extremely proud to be associated with Tamil Educational Cultural & Charitable Associa-
tion and in the building of this grand temple which started off as just a small vision by a handful of devotees.
This vision has since transformed into the beautiful Kundrathu Kumaran Temple that now stands in Rockbank,
which is a testament to our handwork, companionship and determination. Our vision for this precinct is not
only for it to function as a Hindu temple but as a facility that can be used for social cohesion, cultural education
and spiritual enlightenment of Hindu and / or the Tamil community for many years to come.

Given that the whole project started off with a bank balance of a meager few thousand dollars, building
the temple, the priest’s residence, along with other facilities has been no easy task. No doubt, we could not
have even come close to achieving this massive feat, without the support of our many generous, hardworking
members and devotees who have spent numerous hours working at the temple over the years. Sustaining this
level of commitment from our volunteers over such a long period of time is a feat in itself and illustrates the
will of our organisation and its well wishers. I thank each and every one of you for your tireless efforts over
the last decade.

Spearheaded by Mr. Ranjan Vaithiyanathan, the Building sub-committee, equipped with numerous volun-
teers, has worked extremely hard to finish the temple construction within six years from the foundation laying
ceremony. Through their efforts of volunteering many hours and innovation, they have easily saved many
hundreds of thousands of dollars and we thank them greatly for this endeavour.

TECCA is also indebted to the many other subcommittees including members young and old who have
volunteered many hours both inside and outside the temple, aiding in organisational, fundraising and other
activities. Without these sacrifices, we could not have raised nearly enough funds to complete this project.

Though TECCA has worked hard, it has also been quite lucky, particularly in regards to the services of
Sthapathy Mr.Thamaraikannan, who is a man that deserves a great deal of admiration. Having flown in from
Penang, Malaysia, his work speaks for itself with such meticulous detail in terms of craftsmanship. But beyond
this, it is almost unbelievable that our Sthapathay has almost singlehandedly crafted this temple, where other
similar temples were built by up to 35 such sthapathies. Mr. Thamaraikannan is not only a talented individual,
but also a true gentlemen and a gem of a man to all those who have had the privilege to know him personally.

It is also crucial that we acknowledge some of the sustained contributions made by supporters of our temple
who are non-members of our organisation.
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The entire temple’s electrical work, including materials, was generously sponsored and completed by Mr.
Elamkumaran of OAM Electrics, which has been an immense encouragement to the project, and TECCA is
very grateful for this contribution.

Mr. Nanda Nandakumar of Nanjay Partners Architects has provided ongoing Architectural services for the
temple. Similarly, Mr. Wimal Wimleswaran has provided legal and migration services for TECCA over the
past several years. We express our gratitude for their support.

The Smart Water Project committee led by Dr. Dharma Dharmabalan, responsible for securing funding
and managing the project to provide the temple with sustainable water and solar powered electricity has been
encouraging for us and we thank the team.

We would also like to thank Mr. Siva Thiruvasagan who helped us in sourcing doors & door frames, Gran-
ite deities, Utsava murthies and many other items from India.

Over the years, there have also been numerous Carnartic (Indian) musical events in all parts of Melbourne
to raise funds for the temple Construction and many prominent Indian, Sri Lankan and local Musicians have
performed charitably in our endeavours, for which we are extremely thankful.

Melton Shire Council and in particular Cr Garry Stock our local Councillor, has supported our temple
building project from the very beginning and we are extremely thankful for their support.

Similarly, many other Hindu temples in Australia, particularly the temples in Melbourne and Sydney have
been very supportive and have provided every advice and assistance we have requested of them, and we ex-
press our genuine gratitude for their goodwill.

Finally, I would also like to thank Sri Maheswara Kurukkal who performed poojas at the temple during the
initial four years under challenging circumstances, as well as Sri Paramasamy Kurukkal and Sri Subramaniya
Kurukkal for their devoted services and for providing their advice & guidance.

Building a temple of this calibre involves enormous contributions from a countless number of people and
it is not possible to acknowledge each of their contributions separately. However, we acknowledge and thank
everyone for their contribution big or small, and most importantly thank our devotees, who are the backbone
of our organisation who support and motivate us week in week out with their presence at the temple. Without
you, none of this would have been possible.

Kasi Nathan

Secretary
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@ :044-27222115 Email: skmkanci@md3.vsnl.net.in.
Fax:044 -27224305, 37290060 2

Il Sri Chandramouleeswaraya Namaha: ||
Sri Sankara Bhaghavadpadacharya Paramparagatha Moolamnaya Sarvagnapeeta :

His Holiness Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetadhipathi

JAGADGURU SRI SANKARACHARYA SWAMIGAL

Srimatam Samsthanam
No. 1, Salai Street, KANCHIPURAM - 631 502. 3 .o “*°7?
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Tamil Educational Cultural & Charitalkle Association Inc,

PO Box 692

St Alban 3021
ABN 13 046 081 944

18




6)LUGLFGT GETNSHEIS GLIET WU ST GLLIICaLS FNHOY WEVF @

N
Opevul ITIHID FHMHIHFHH DhIF WIHF

Hflwr &eor oNGHHeET  SHFUTHEOTLOEMID FUTEFTTUITSHIHEVSHLID

Diploma in mirudangam (University of Jaffna Music Faculty)
WHHBIBEH H6OTONHHBT

Founf. meuSbHWBTHEGS MBS FHILNTLO6wT IS G [HSHSH6N
IrETd GMHBH6T) (LoTensy  LD6wN& @ [HHEH6I)

6T6D6VIMID  BUEVEY  HEVIUBTHENT  HHSHLIGLIHLOTENGT  HHEUHST — Hlen6war
Careni(® 6160G60TMHD Q&IBILIL(H SRSILBBI RHEBS U Fnp18EB6.

wellgemall  LIBalowBsHs @elbeum®m  UHIoTeSEGD (P& SIUILDT6N
WD HLOWH6T 2 6wi(B. iened CHousL 6, LIHTHL6, LOTENINJHL 60T
6T60TLIENSUITEHLD.

1. GCaopousL mib@eT, HmBHBHTUND &I HHev; LUFTDNGHH0; SHHlLeiedd 2 Hal 6FuisHs0 eT6iLiem
SILRIGLD.

2. UgiaLmib@en, @mhsd HTsendE THD OTHD DOTUTENF DB 6161TENHLD,  FH600T 6w UL|LD
RmBHHE0; UBLT QUL DieUTHeT @mheH HHuled Heugb OFUISH60; LUFLLTgl LoTHHH60
QUMD  LOTENMUl LI FSHH60 @BHEH 6160B60THBGID HTEID OBTHHHEL 66T DiL_MBIGLD.

3. LIMIL SLOISGG6T; gD, DTend, (WHOWTT, alHemal WwHHEHHGH 2 Hol CFUIHD DL RIGLD.
Q6UCIOUT[H YEOTOYD SUHIOTTHHLMF, UJTTHS LenF 6leiiml Srewi® allHLomem Lenauled FBuL (b
Pl CouemiBID 6160113 SUBIDGHH60 FnBLILL ([H6TeTHI.

AHOTTHHLLNF  6T0TLIHI L1960 HeNHBTHAD, GHBLOL HETNDSESTHAD CFUIWLLILGHSB LLehF ESLD.
uITiSHLmaF 66ilgl CaTuIs@F OFain MG BoLoUBIFHSB DiIN6agsD, ewe, SUTFTHmer, b
ANPTHEH6IT, sleUeBenBL UTTHSH auPumh OFUISH60 U GLD.

Camuilelsvevns omfled @lpuilhohd BeuswiLTD 616l FnBulbdlemmia Sbaibaen GFmlbasien Melbourne,
Rockbank pafled oimeindl@ @GiBHHIH GFer Speoulld B’ G GburiiCagsd Mo & melms
Fal_1QU6TTENS).

SIBOUGL  eugliigsrHerorer SbdH MalLaSHe0 LUmGOSTeNIH DMHH  DlQUIeIiaeEnHD 6T,
GBIUD VHOIOBTIONS HBLD, HhHBHLICLIHLIOTENDT DIHET Fnl 6160&HI [HEVEOTHHEIT.

GIOITGARI RSN SiFGOIT LB
Il F6tl IDIRISGEITTEN LB




/f ~ OLEIGUIET GETYSHS GLIET oW LHT GOLITIGaES YOy W]

DHVUITH FHHIHBHONAI HL IPAFHIFH DHF FAFUuID

GNBHHIH GLogeir DguimaGer!

DIBIBHIG 6IPTHUY  6MhIGLD  MWTISHHHBGHID SenmaleneT  DLHID
FTOOHT (MBI  DMDSBLULL e0WISHIH60  6T1HBHMHET  MeUHH
Coupmimsel @d HmaumL FoHemw CHTBHBINIILCH GL(ppda@ elpmeur-
@LD.

Bbd GLWWHE PTHTaDIDd  eeHCredluim  HemILLoTegI
Wmell  QupoTemTed S FTeugsldsli L BHEWILLDTGD.  6JOleuranilen
BB LOTENHI, @MHIE QUT(PLD oSS EHHE FIMBLILITET UMDY 6ULHISIULLD,
yeoldb QUi &IBWIBID 10&HHEHHE LIG60L (PID aIIpmId) o &fld @D
LJ6udTemilul L LOIUIM@LD.

@i evteollul  ILLLOUITE  SMIBT[H HeWIL HHIHE@ Levd GUWThs bl
HEH6T  HThIG6T  GlpBwinslw  GsdCurer  LFThEHuwibdlen  eul Gomalen
2 66 OMTHEUTHIS BHBF60, GHOIBHHIH GHLIMISHE DUSOUID DIWIDGHI
RQemp  euPLT_(HEE  (Wparsnifleno OaThHSID, Hiogl umybuflul SO,
HM6V, HEOTFFMY el (PLOIWIMIGMET LITHIBTHHID UHAIH Hewi[B DieTeuBm
Lo&IDF FuiL_aler@ment.

QM POWHMSH B (HUTHEHD S (BellILeITHEHD, aTPsHEUTsd QUBID  OUmL UTESWHme S
STEID LML_60 6Ll a6

“Lsvevlennmed Camiguiemt(h Ligloewtentmed Liggk Gy

OFTELIDT EHTEVID GHeiTenle0 OFMIBELEVTE0 HITWI Gy

Slevevlwml Comend GHeNTUl DIBISEILOT GEHTEVLD  FH6d6060

H6060aTe0 OFUINTSHBHTTHET Hulemsv el L s&e0myeTEm”

b auemnsuisd CosOBUTET LOMHEFlEL LISOMHEDLUI LIsOeVTERI(H HT60 2 6DIPLILT6 LIUWI6TdS Bl 19 (LpIgddlILIL L
GNBHHIH  GLOJET  POU!  GL(PWSE T HTewLGH  HeWIH  TUBB  UMBSHPLD  OSIDFF WD
SIML&Hl6iCm6iT. E6ieUTeVW DML EHLD Fenblaldberiled 2 6iTen ABUSBT FHEHD YPHLD FTEVHT (LPeHMBLILIY
DIMIDBBLILL L 6DIDSHE FT6IBILIT 651360

GOBHHIH  GHOTT  peoul  HiFeurs Feou 2 MILNeITHeT  HIDBTHBHTHEHET DienaalBld  OlFuIsLIH M6
W& BHMTHEMTUID,  ERMBLIGE OGHHSHUTHNMTHOD AWTTH CGHTemILTBHBIISH Hewi(B SIDFFulenL a6

RQaugsengl  OHTLT  GFweoum BdH@& SO SLeenTd  Heoulsd  HhHelel  SHHaImeT  sTeTOmeTmID
SHMMBBSWD. GHOBHHIS GOJanell GL(PWEHSG BHaHWD RbdH Leenlw Herpreflsy  GoeiienoGlsmsit
MmFAULSH 2 60HOIDEVEVTID HEMIPHBHMRIB, HIDIDIHHEL HFUWIOTE CHTOMIU HF(LPBHHBHTENE 6UEMIhIL, 616N
oG ILLTOILOTEN S FBeMENMUID QITIDSHHIHHMEMUD  6lgnsled el erGmer.

QUMDS! QleNTadh! &UID.  Hedis.

Fouwo) SFMouFMD HHoHHI

Su) Hb.

20 — %,




6)LUGLFGT GETNSHEIS GLIET WU ST GLLIICaLS FNHOY WEVF

BHIMAMBHBGCN HIOTDITHT) 613> TIIL_NL L D

GOBD CHTWILD GHLOFeNISE DLEOUILD

GBUGVWILD 6TRIGLD GHLOJTISHE EVWILD

GMBHEIT GIRIBEID GHLOTIDEG UEOUILD -LD6IH

GEMBLD 6TNILD  SLEVWILD GUT(PLD GLOFeDISE OlsBMewIL T L LD

1
L]
: ‘4’ \;2; g‘é

SEULIRIGMe0 HHBGSLIISE T T L LD

USHHIEGHMBUI0 LIGHH Gwiasbd Gsmellsyd O&memim LD

meUBTF BGHMBI0 allFTHe GHLJanbH@ Comallsd OHTewIL ML LD
OsvBLiteiidsLamIdB S GHefled  Ggeir CHmailsy - DUHEeL GBTEwTL ML L 1D

HHHEN 6TMID BHHHFOUTOICUI euTymul

G 6TenID GLTT&HeUTOGW  eumymul

FEMTI(LLFHE 6Ta0ID  F6wT(LPBBHTHIFUTLOIGW  sumymul

GBS I GHABHHIH GHLTCeT CHTEWILTLLID - HT6ewl 6UTITUI

B0 LflGaisd ipHCer GyGe eum

ur@® UewlGuwr LewlGWe Siguimi  euTLflenild

Carbb UEHTHD BHHMTHHCW euTfl — BITLD

BT GHIBHHE GLICen GLUTICaHD HewiB eumLfl

BHH DHETOLB Hlpeoly GumTBBICeuTLD

SLIbUT SHelT Gup STHH Hlerm GurBmGeuid

GBS DMHeT OB Fnlguimy euetimids CUIBBIGsTD - &6l g5 E6v
Gyen GLUTIGagsd eemd GQUEHLD Frbd e CuTBMIGsUTD

ABPBHSH! DICTT60T6D DILPHEIBG LOMIGBEITLD

ABHL HHLD Cousd(PHBMIHE LOMIG6NLD

GMBHET HTHGD SHMBHUWTENeNISHE LOMIGBID -[HE06V

Henpeursd GHUTLICaslD HTamID GHIBHHISGHWIMISE OIRUILDHIGETLD

Fouwo) SFmo.
HISsusivsU®H  HBHH
Faunslo aflGWTLLapawTD FamsLo

allga FCymswioet &3 siaals;sET
(B esfl DHaavFHGyeu)

W,

21

{

A\
L]
1

A



/wgg%;;i  oGufET GaTHSSIS GLIET Phow war GbuTIGasE EYiy b

| SRI SUBRAMANIA SWAMY TEMPLE,
BATU CAVES, 68100
KUALALUMPUR - MALAYSIA

H/P : +6012 6021720; email: utmalar@yahoo.co.uk

23-09-2011

To

The Temple Management Committee,
Kundrathu Kumaran Temple,
Melbourne,

Australia

Respected Sirs,
Sub: Kumbabisegam of Murugan Temple

I am so happy to receive your letter regarding Maha Kumbabisegam of Sri Kundrathu Kumaran Temple
in Australia. The aim to build a temple for Lord Sri Murugan abroad and there by developing the religion is
to be appreciated at first. Temples are the icons of the Hindu religion and everyone has to be proud of doing
a Kumbabisegam of a Temple in a foreign soil. We know the work involved in constructing a Temple in the

foreign country and I am so happy to hear that you have constructed a great Temple in Melbourne.

I am by birth from Swamimalai, one of the Six Arupadai veedu in India. My ancestors are from the same
place. My brothers and my family members are still doing daily poojas at Swamimalai Murugan Temple. I am
now at Batu Caves Murugan Temple for the past 15 years and the addiction towards Lord Muruga cannot be
explained in words. In Malaysia ThaiPoosam festival is being celebrated in a grand manner. I am so glad that

you are performing Kumbabisegam of your Murugan Temple immediately after ThaiPoosam.




6)LUGLFGT GETNSHEIS GLIET WU ST GLLIICaLS FNHOY WEVF

The five Main festivals of Lord Sri Muruga are as follows:
1. KANDAR SHASTI VIRADAM
Normally, this is being performed in the Tamil month Ippaci, the six consecutive days from Amavasya.

Lord Sri Muruga destroys Sooran and blessed the world in this day.

2.  VIGASI VISAGAM
From the fore head of Lord Shiva, 6 fire stones came out and become six children. All the six children
were taken care of by the six karthigai ladies. Later all the six bodies were combined together as a
single one and has six faces, namely Arumugam — The Lord Murugan. This has happened on the

visagam natchathiram on the Vaigasi month.

3. KARTHIGAI DEEPAM
Pournami thithi in the month of Karthigai is celebrated as Karthigai Deepam. Lord Shiva removes the

headweights of Lord Brahmma and Lord Vishnu and showers Jyothi to the world on this date.

4. THAI POOSAM
Poosam natchathiram falls in the month of Thai is celebrated as ThaiPoosam.

This festival is celebrated as big festival of Lord Muruga, throghuot the world.

5.  PANGUNI UTHIRAM
Uthiram natchathiram falls in the month of Panguni is celebrated as Panguni Uthiram. Sivan and

Parvathy got married today. Even Thirumagal followed this viradam and got place in Vishnu’s chest.

My heartiest congratulation to you and your Temple Kumbabisegm committee for doing the Kumbabise-

gam. | pray Batu Malai Lord Muruga for a great success in your celebration.

Yours

S.Ravinath Gurukkal

Chief Preist
Batu caves- Malaysia
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MESSAGE FROM PROFESSOR CARL VADIVELLA BELLE

INAUGURAL HINDU CHAPLAIN, FLINDERS UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

It gives me immense pleasure to offer my warmest congratulations on the occasion of the Maha
Kumbhabhishegam of the Kundratha Kumaran Temple.

When | first visited the site of the Temple, some years ago, pujas were being offered by a band of
ardent devotees in a plain shed which had been meticulously decorated and lovingly maintained. It
was obvious from the enthusiasm that | witnessed that evening that the plans to construct a Temple
would reach fruition and that Melbourne’s first temple dedicated to Lord Murugan would be
constructed.

The building of a temple serves a number of purposes. Firstly, it serves as a focus of worship, a place
where devotees can concentrate upon the deity and reflect upon the pathway to moksha. But each
temple is also a cultural legacy; a powerful reminder of those who have preceded us in their
steadfast observances of the Sanatana Dharma. It is also a bequest to the generations to follow; a
powerful stimulus to explore and experience the great spiritual storehouse of Saivite Hinduism, and
to nurture the cultural expressions of the Divine, whether music, dance, philosophy, literature or
other forms of the great classical culture of Tamil Hinduism.

This is especially pertinent in the worship of Murugan. Murugan’s cosmic history embraces many
roles — that of raja, of warrior, of philosopher, of ascetic, of cosmic trickster who in subjecting us to
his play (or leelas) leads us from illusion, and Supreme Yogi who initiates us into endless bliss. His
defeat of the asura chief Surapadman serves as a blueprint for spiritual illumination, and our own
commitment to the path of unfoldment.

This Temple will not only fulfil the needs of its devotees, but it will also serve as a contribution of the
Tamil Hindu community to the rich cultural fabric of the rich and increasingly diverse multicultural
society Australia has become.

| congratulate all devotees for their untiring efforts to establish this Temple and to make their dream
of Melbourne’s first Murugan temple a reality.

CO\AA, Ve At ¢ \\O(,LAJ«

(Professor) Carl Vadivella Belle
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Gurupatham

NALLAI THIRUGNANA SAMBANDAR ADHEENAM

Srilasri Swaminatha Desiga Gnanasambhantha

Paramacharya Swamigal
Gurumaha S ith

Srilasri Somasundara Desiga Gnanasambhantha
Paramacharya Swamigal

Gurumaha Sannithanam Chief Incumbant
POINT PEDRO ROAD, NALLUR, JAFFNA, SRI LANKA. / /2007

Tele Phone: 021-222 2870 R .
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AUM MURUGA
New Zealand Thirumurugan Temple Society Inc
174A Marua Road Ellerslie Auckland New Zealand
PO Box 17-375 Greenlane Auckland
Phone- 09 525 1026
www.nzmurugan.org.nhz
Charities Commission Regn No: CC28540

Message of Felicitation

On behalf of members and devotees of New Zealand Thirumurugan Temple Society, it gives me
great pleasure to congratulate and send greetings to you on the occasion of the Maha

Kumbhabhishegam of Kundrathu Kumaran Temple.

Temples play vital role in Hindu society and culture. Temple holds a special place in the lives of
people. Hindus believe that even though God is omnipresent, He is personally present in the
temple in His Deity manifestation, to provide His devotee the opportunity of rendering direct
service to Him.

Maha Kumbhabhishegam is a major milestone event that is a culmination of years of love, unity,
sacrifice, commitment and hard work. This momentous achievement is a great credit to everyone
who has been involved, directly or indirectly. We commend you on your accomplishment on

behalf of Hindus living in New Zealand.

May the Kundrathu Kumaran Temple bring you much joy and serve as a catalyst for the
community to learn, understand and live the virtues of Hinduism.

Aum Muruga,

%

f o=

S.Sathiyaselvan

President
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purga Arts/Cultural & Educational Centre In
<

715 Neale Road, Rockbank 3335 ABN: 47 799 049 841
Registration no. A0035988S P.O. Box 139, Deer Park. 3023 (VIC.)

Sri Durga Arts/cultural & Educational Centre Inc.(SDAEC) feels proud and
motivated to see the completion of Sri Kundrathu Kumaran (Murgan) Temple by
Tamil Educational Cultural & Charitable Association (TECCA).

It is an occasion to celebrate not only for TECCA, but for the whole Hindu
community. The temple building and architecture is overwhelming and one of a
kind. It not only represents the rich Hindu culture that we carry miles away from
our mainland but also adds to the beauty and culture of Australia.

SDAEC is pleased to congratulate its sibling TECCA for achieving this milestone
and wishes the best of luck for the future. We wish to remind that completing the
temple building is the first step in our common goal of preserving our culture and
there is a lot more to be done in the future to pass on our heritage to our next
generation. SDAEC expresses its full support and trust in TECCA towards
achieving this goal.

Every member of the Hindu community in Australia should feel proud and rejoice
the completion of the Sri Murgan Temple and should also look forward to the
completion of Sri Durga Temple, so we will have two Hindu Temples just a
walking distance apart from each other. Both temples are a great asset to our
community, and SDAEC wishes to work with TECCA in the future to utilize this
asset for religious solidarity and unity of our community. We wish to suggest a
yearly “Rath Yatra” (Nagar Kirtan) in the near future from Sri Durga temple to Sri
Murgan Temple.

Completion of Sri Murgam Temple in Melbourne is a great occasion for us and we
encourage everybody to visit Sri Murgan Temple on 12 February 2012.

Kind Regards

Kulwant Rai Joshi (President)
Sri Durga Arts/Cultural & Education Centre Inc.
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Hindu Society Victoria (Aust.) Inc.
52 Boundary Rd, CARRUM DOWNS,  =Vieyakumar

Tel. +61 3 98898271

Vé CTO R lAg 328 f% Email:President@.......

Secretary:
A.Mahendran

Tel. +61 3 95127439
Email:Secretary@....

Treasurer
V.Mahendran

Tel. +61 3 98013863
Email:Treasurer@....

Temple Manager
Gnanathanimuthalvan
Tel. +61 3 97820878

SHRI KU NDRATHU KUMARAN Email:TempleManager@.....
MAHA KUM BABISHEKAM All email addresses are

@HsVShivaVishnuTemple.org.au

Blessing from Shri Siva Vishnu temple, Melboume, our Temple Management commitiee,
volunteers and Devotees are honoured to send our congratulations and best wishes on the
auspicious occasion of the consecration of Shri Kundrathu Kumaran Temple at Rockbank

In an ever increasing materialistic world with all kind of pulls, it is all the more necessary for
migrant Hindu Society to retain its rich cultural traditions and unity as ballast for the society to
survive and prosper

We take great pleasure in congratulating you on the occasion of the Maha Kumbabishekam of Shri
Kundrathu Kumaran Temple at Rockbank. Your great achievement in building yet another Hindu
Temple in Melbourne would be very welcome by the large Hindu Community.

We pray the Maha Kumbabishekam to proceed smoothly and Shri Kundrathu Kumaran
consecrated in all glory.
May Lord Shri Siva and Lord Shri Vhinu shower their blessing on your temple and all your

members and devotees

Om SARAVANABAVA

N
i 2
(et ;
. L (2 Ain AN 24, J/
’:ir 5iVijeyakumar A.Mahendran

sident Secretary

Ekam Sat Anekah Panthah
(Truth is one, paths are many)

/@;g%#‘-—\ - 29
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Melbourne Vinayagar Hindu Sangam Inc.
ABN 50 275 645 361 Reg. No. A0020949F
P O Box 146, The Basin, VIC 3154
Tel: 9762 1835, 9762 1657

Message for the Kundrathu Kumaran Temple
Avarthana Maha Kumbhabishegam

On behalf of the members of the Melbourne Vinayagar Hindu Sangam, it
gives me great pleasure in congratulating the members of the Kundrathu
Kumaran Temple, through this message of goodwill and warm wishes on
this auspicious occasion of the Avarthana Maha Kumbhabishegam.
Special acknowledgement must be made to all those involved tirelessly in
ensuring that this temple is built, magnificently and timely for this
Kumbhabishegam.

With the opening of this new Murugan temple, we in Melbourne are now
very fortunate to have temples in all four directions of the city. This
should assist all devotees in this city to access a temple with ease. This
should also enhance the spiritual, educational and cultural needs of our
community in Melbourne.

Once again, our sincere well wishes and prayers for Lord Sri
Vakrathunda Vinayagar to shower his blessings on all, on this wonderful
Maha Kumbhabishegam of the Kundrathu Kumaran Temple.

Yours Sincerely,

Raj Ndgarajan

President,

Management Committee

Sri Vakrathunda Vinayagar temple
The Basin 3154

Sri Vakrathunda Vinayagar Temple
1292 - 1294 Mountain Highway, The Basin, VIC 3154
www.melbournevinayagar.org.au




6)UCLFET (GEBTNHHS GLIET PV ST GLLIICas EMLY WL6VF

MELBOURNE MURUGAN
CULTURAL CENTRE INC.

Reg.No. A0031288Y

17-19 Knight Avenue, Sunshine 3020.

ABN NO: 36 349 715 985
Tel No: 03 9367 3080

Blessings from Melbourne Murugan Temple

We, the Management Committee, Members of the Melbourne Murugan Cultural
Centre Inc. and devotees of Melbourne Murugan Temple, congratulate Thamil
Educational Cultural and Charitable Association (TECCA) for its achievements
in successfully completing the construction of Kundrathu Kumaran temple at
Rock Bank.

Kundrathu Kumaran temple is the fourth traditional Hindu temple to be
consecrated in Melbourne / Victoria, and once again, the small Ceylon Thamil
community is at the forefront of this construction of the temple.

Management committees come and go, devotees come and go, but Gods remains
the same and temples stay for long and serve for many generations to come.
Hindu community will look after and enjoy this facility for Generations.

We as Murugan devotees are particularly pleased to see a second temple is also-
dedicated to Murugan and thank the Management committee of TECCA for
their choice. Proliferation of temples dedicated to Murugan in Australasia is a

testament of increasing popularity of Murugan worship in Australia and New
Zealand.

Our Best wishes for a successful Kumba abisheka ceremony and for the
continuation of services to the Hindu Community of Victoria.

“Maenmai Kol Saiva Neethi Vilanguga Ulagam Ellaam”

Yours Sincerely

. T. Sivayogaraj
On Behalf of the Management Committee
Melbourne Murugan Cultural Centre Inc.

i

“Inpamei Soolga Ellorum Vaalga”
May happiness surround All beings
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SRI SAI SIVA VISHNU TEMPLE
5/4 SHAFT COURT, HOPERS CROSSING, VICORIA 3029
Te :- (03) 83607000
e-mail:- srisaisivavisnutemple(@gmail.com
web :-www.srisaisivavishnutemple.com

BODTEIOABTAT DEFAUDHS AATHGS 2_0BAOOTD

(PHBE  DQUIITHEHHE OBTHUTRIG GHIBHEHIGUFeT CHralsd @wumiGagsd HenL G-
BIOUG| 6TIDHI SHUEOWID FTTLTES 6160151 GUTLDSHHISHSH6N.

QUTHIOITE SLEVUID DIEMD)IG]  6ITBT60  &HUWIDL|  PTHHUTHAD, DJFTH6I, LDIHEHLOT-
THEMTEL  SIMWLIOUBBHI. RbH HOIUBHBH60 LibSHTHENT6D  DINHIDH BN,  EenaldH6l 60
QEIMTEN HIBHHIGWT6T CHTeled LISHTHT LSHHUITEL WSS L L wel. Cesid &BaEei
LD63OT630TT6V6T6OTMI  6T6u0T600T  (862630TL_TLD.

SHSLTTRIHHL (LPHBLICOLMOTEISE LlsTenemuni o g ellemi.HEHCUTe RbdH GOIBHIHI
GLOJET DHIDISHMBE (LPITEITEL OJHEHI60 FHUIDLOUTH HeMIeHL Ul (HLI 60HOFETHIHEN6T HTL 19
VWD elEH6RIG6T EeLeTe0 Lldalengalsd HemL OLm Galsw(bolosiim G meinseri.

SHSLTTRHHL (PHBLICUBOTMISHE EGILUSIDM ISl OFUlesdBE GeorsorsHrail b
QmbH  6ILg FHHCaIL HMLHHBHT HNIMHHIBGHT6N PEOUID  DNMIOISHBE —LILPEMLD
amiihd Cvadlwm LHHIBHeN (PHBT mBUTL RHHSH Causd HUOWSHHBEG HDLHHH
bH (WPHBCe QmiF BHmeiyd o _eitenmi.

BHSLITMIHB0  effoCanbHILIHHled aflb@L Gremer ash CFUINSBE SLBEDT
RIHH60 611y (PpBBIeHHBUILLTTHEenT HEHBLTEL @MIE UeOUWID DB UBBTH [HIHHHN]T
9 _6lleNg).

DMV HHID QbH GHABHHIH GLOJGaT 656M60 HL HFH DWDSHHIH CBTHHSHIGTENTT 6T65TLIS60
sTelalld QUIPLOELEN6D. BHSHLTTNIHH 6L HaubHmy iJiseT 2 mIGHNemUITE SMHbEHI GJ6r0
DHMTID BLHFH MUHHTTHCNT DeieuT@B s HiHenT BHTUPD CaTuleds eueniFHoHE@ HLOF
LS SHemul (6T meudbHd Beuemi(BLD.

AUNTTH @6TNHIHIHEHLOTT 2mHeT!!!

JTTESTIMID @&(Hdb T
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The Saiva Manram

MFEULDSIIBLD 217, Great Western Highway
Aol (pmmst Gorulisd Mays Hill, NSW 2145
HIOP 6L HOTFFTT [HleN6VIID Phone: (02) 96871695

" Fax: (02) 96878907

UTDSSIEN]T

‘BmsBamuied Rsveord HmeMemBLD HLeNBTCL” 616t HHPenB FnBIFHIBSHI.
AzpemBCureud Gammullsd Geveung oafled GHulmdbes GeuswiLmbd ereipy GuUfIGWITT
a5l m6US FH6T .

610% RbH HEH6T HTD CFem euT(IPHSTE L MiGsT sThsamID HHHCHTUI DensHaE
o dun® CFulgh eumHSEIBTTSHsiT. Seususnsdulsd DieyervdGreiwim B g LHGHTL L
BETOTEH eleNbiGD OLoed@LIswT MHEMeT eIl CBE&L LUTEhHe0 2 6iem @bl LDHEH6T
&LbD 610 QUBHLMISEHHE (st HODd SLaeTDd (PHSLICUHLOTIGE S60UID
SIMDSHGID Usnllenl UJIDLNSHHTTHeT. Reitml Sieuimengl Uenll HlensGeunl uf @GeimHa
G geowiHaHe0 euelerll CHeut@seom 6ok SHLLNFwswllseuTIOB@GID, albTWwST, Fleue,
SIDUT6T 1IDBBID 2 BEFaIPTHHBEHHGID HITHO LIFHadlm 1wsT GourliCagsd B dlds
FourFariwl QuiGunisemsnd Gameaubd CUmsmOWIGE Uflumevs FenUulsmenyd 6amTenrHLD
mFeN, PBH (PBLLY FBULB HoLOUB @mUusnsd lba I BID WsHs

Lo&IpFFwsnL SCBmid.

‘oifls oiMs wimILTmHed Mg’ e QUAGWITTSeT gapleTisst. wellsHisemTall LIBHa
BTD Gevmalensst bl (B (PHFH CLUBGaETHID 616G 610 I Qb OHLD FamId

2 _QIMOWTGHWD. AHNID @ @GuTiGagsd HALAULG eTamBTed Di%H Bs®mg

L6007 600 LLILDIT @ LD.

o160iGal 1N GIBHH GLOJ6 UeOUWISHHT BHTGHDUTLICOHHID RelCshH HeL GLIBAILD 6T6060T
D&FHEHLD [HEV(LPL 6T GUTLPEYLD, SIGHEMLILILD DI(HENETUILD B [HENEIIENILID  FH60

BHHUTSLTL FHMBHWD Seiterl eumfl eulpmIBHOHTeNHBGHID maUBTH D GHsaslet Genmeusdt
L el (pHBeT PFUL 60T DFUDDBHH 6 FTiLl60 6TDFHI  HELOUTIDIHHISHH N6

Op Ml &HaIob0HTeiTd 6T CBMLD.

“CeenosmeT enFeauhad alleMmbiGHd 2 6056I60EVTLD”

U (PSS oCeTBLoT s 6T

FHED6EVEUT
606U LOGAIBLD

Sydney Murugan Temple Tamil Educational and Cultural Centre
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-

Inc.in NSW  Registration Number: INC 9878192  ABN: 55768913767
21 -23 Rose Crescent Regents Park 2143 Tel No. 9644 6682 9746 9724
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SAIVA MAHA SABAI of WA (Inc)

A CENTRE FOR WORSHIP, EDUCATION AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
ABN: 39 364 584 677
Postal Address:
PO BOX 5351 12 MANDOGALUP ROAD
CANNING VALE SOUTH WA 6155 MANDOGALUP WA 6167

President
Mt R Ganeswatran
Tel: (08) 9381 8227

Vice President
Mo A Message from the

Tel: 041 388 7387 President
of the Saiva Maha Sabai of Western Australia Inc.
for the Maha Kumbhabhishegam of the Kundrathu Kumaran

Secretary Temple, Victoria.

Mzt S Bavanchelvam
Tel: 0422631674

| am honoured and privileged to write a message for the souvenir

a‘eagil"e‘_ . magazine on behalf of the Perth Bala Murugan Temple community on
B e 0 s the occasion of the Maha Kumbhabhishegam of the Kundrathu

Kumaran Temple.

Assistant Treasurer Much hard work by the Temple Management Committee and the
?irl_}tosg)‘ag“;;;’g;ﬁ;han devotees, coupled with divine blessings and guidance, has allowed the

' blossoming of a beautiful temple set in a delightful environment, all
achieved within a span of a few years. What has been accomplished is a

Committee Members glorious spiritual place of worship for the present and future generations.
Mt. V. Vaidiyakumar JP

Mr. A Devadas

Mr. S.M Vanyasingam Apart from the religious activities in the temple, we need to promote
Dr. G Raguragavan Hindu religious education and culture particularly among our younger
Mr. R Kugananthan generation. The Maha Kumbhabhishegam will transform the new temple

Mt. M Murugesan to a place of spiritual enlightenment as well promote Hindu religious

education and culture.

The temple community can be proud of their great achievements and
what a very happy occasion for all devotees to be blessed with a
magnificent temple.

| congratulate the temple community and wish you the very best for the
Maha Kumbhabhishegam and all future endeavours.

May the divine shower blessings on you forever!

Rajadurai Ganeswaran

23 August 2011

E-mail: murugan@perthmurugan.org.au Web Site: www.perthmurugan.org.au




CANBERRA

ARUPADAI MURUGAN

TEMPLE - Ph (02) 6286 8919
151 BEASLEY STREET - TORRENS - ACT 2607

(Represented by & Trading as)
Canberra Saiva Temple & Educational Association p/L
ACN 064 797 226 - ABN 55 064 797 226

Canbena Arrupadai lﬁu}ugén Tem

BEST WISHES FROM Canberra Arrupadai Murugan Management
FOR THE KUMBHABHISHEGAM OF KUNDRATHU KUMARAN TEMPLE VICTORIA

The proverb “AVAN ARULAL AVAN THAL VANANGU” (SI6N6I DI[HENTED_ N6NG GHillD 6I6RIhIE)

designates that, even to worship God, one needs his/her blessings. Therefore it would be obvious that immense amount of
blessings from God is required to build a temple which would serve as the place of worship for many thousands of
devotees for several generations to come. | have no doubt that the management committee of Tamil Educational Cultural
& Charitable Association Inc. and many devotees working with them would have had and continuing to have significant
blessings from God to build KUNDRATHU KUMARAN Temple, perform the kumbabishegam and to manage it in a just
manner.

From my experience | have come to believe that Lord Muruga although is a very powerful God, behaves like a child to
genuine devotees, very possessive of them, seeks their foremost attention and care. He always acts fairly, and in a just
manner and expect everyone to behave so. Most importantly he does not letdown genuine devotees who behave to his
high expectation and rewards everyone appropriately as they deserve.

The management committee of TECCA including devotees helping them, | believe had Lord Muruga’s blessing to build his
temple and perform the kumbabishegam. | wish and pray that you continue to receive his blessing, and all devotees
praying in KUNDRATHU KUMARAN temple would also receive the Almighty God Muruga’s immeasurable blessings. Our
best wishes and prayers would be with you on this day of the kumbabishegam.

Thank you for the opportunity
Yours sincerely

N. Manoharan

Managing Director

Canberra Saiva Temple & Educational Association Pty Ltd.
On the half of Canberra Arrupadai Murugan temple

15 August 2011

AL

Canberra Arrupadi urugan Temple Outside
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Hindu Society of South Australia Inc.

3a Dwyer Road Oaklands Park S.A. 5046
04/06/2011

Vanakkam,

| am honoured to write this message on behalf of the Hindu Society of South Australia, and send our
well wishes to the devotees and committee of the Kundrathu Kumaran Temple in Rockbank,
Melbourne.

Hindu people wherever they go take their culture and heritage with them. This has allowed us to
build Hindu temples around the world; preserving our Sanathanadarma, religion, and enables us to
continue to grow and teach our culture to future generations.

The Kundrathu Kumaran Temple Mahakumbhabishegam for Lord Muraga is a service that brings
great religious merit. This is also a great opportunity and blessing for the Melbourne people, and
Australians as a whole. We are proud of the temples achievements and many more to come.

We pray to Lord Muraga, the protector of this world, to bless all of us with a successful
Mahakumbhabishegam and future.

Loka Samastha Sukino Bhavanthu.
Yours Sincerely,

.
Siva Selvakulalingam (OAM)

President of the Hindu Society of South Australia

SRI GANESHA TEMPLE
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THE HON JULIA GILLARD MP
Prime Minister
Member for Lalor

My government believes that multiculturalism is at the heart of our national
identity and is intrinsic to the nation’s history and character. It enhances respect
for cultural, religious and linguistic diversity. It embraces our different cultural
traditions and it strengthens social inclusion and cohesion.

That is why | am particularly proud to have the Kundrathu Kumaran Temple in my
electorate. This building will support the spirituality and culture of one of the
world’s oldest religions, and provide a central meeting place for the entire Hindu
community. In doing so, it will further enrich the social fabric of Melbourne’s
west.

This grand building is a beautiful example of what is possible when a community
works together to realise a vision. | wish to congratulate all those who have
worked to complete the temple, and | thank the wider Hindu community for their
support.

The Hon Julia Gillard MP
Prime Minister and Member for Lalor
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Premier of Victoria

1 Treasury Place

Melbourne Victoria 3002

GPO Box 4912

Melbourne Victoria 3001
Telephone: (03) 9651 5000
Facsimile: (03) 9651 5054
Email: premier@dpc.vic.gov.au
DX210753

MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

I am delighted to extend my warmest greetings to everyone attending the consecration
ceremony of the Kundrathu Kumaran Temple.

The consecration ceremony is an auspicious occasion for Victoria’s Hindu community and I
congratulate everyone who has worked tirelessly to realise the vision of this Hindu temple in
Victoria. The Kundrathu Kumaran Temple is a new significant cultural landmark for our
State.

The Victorian Government encourages Victorians from every background to be proud of who
they are, where they come from, and what they believe in. Victoria has a proud history of
celebrating diversity, and places of worship such as the Kundrathu Kumaran Temple add
immeasurably to our multicultural and multi-faith landscape.

I commend the committee for its dedication in providing the Hindu community with this
magnificent temple and for promoting and sharing its proud faith and cultural heritage.

On behalf of the Victorian Government, I congratulate Victoria’s Hindu community on this
signifi ion.

Ted Baillieu MLA
Premier
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Minister for Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship

Level 2

3 Treasury Place
Melbourne Victoria 3002
GPO BOX 4912
Melbourne Victoria 3001
Telephone: (03) 9651 1156
Facsimile: (03) 9651 2007
DX210753

MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER

It is with great pleasure that I extend my best wishes on the occasion of the Kundrathu
Kumaran Temple consecration ceremony.

Victoria is a diverse and vibrant multifaith society, with Victorians following more than 120
different faiths. Our many faith communities live together in harmony and share a joint
commitment to our State and our nation.

Places of worship are a focus for community life and symbolise the commitment and
dedication of devotees. The Kundrathu Kumaran Temple will play an important role for our
State’s Hindus and the broader Victorian community, by providing a means for followers of
Hinduism to practice their religion and nurture their spirituality.

This project is a tribute to the perseverance of the Hindu community and a marvellous
testament to the talent and generosity of many individuals and organisations who have made it
possible. ‘

I congratulate all the dedicated volunteers involved in this project and applaud the generosity
of the many people and groups who have donated to this very worthy cause.

I wish everyone attending a most enjoyable ceremony.

~

Hon. Nicholas Kotsiras MLA
Minister for Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship
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multicultural
commission

strengthening our community

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

I am delighted to send my warmest congratulations to the Tamil Educational Cultural and
Charitable Association (TECCA) on the auspicious occasion of the completion, and consecration
ceremony, of the ‘Kundrathu Kumaran® Hindu Temple.

The Temple is certain to offer a peaceful place of spiritual worship for those who seek it, and is a
fine testament to the commitment, good will and hard work of all those involved. I commend the
organisers of this endeavour, who brought together Hindu communities from all over Melbourne
to create this beautiful Temple.

Organisations such the Tamil Educational Cultural and Charitable Association help unite our
community, promoting mutual respect, understanding and harmony. With such rich cultural
diversity here in Victoria we are fortunate to have such organisations such as yours which
continue to unite our community and showcase Victoria’s rich cultural heritage.

On behalf of the Commission I would like to re-affirm our commitment to engaging with and
assisting all of our diverse communities. The Commission values the role and contribution of our
Tamil and Hindu communities in making Victoria the rich and strong multicultural State that it is
today.

Chin Tan&

Chairperson
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15 December 2011

Don Nardella MLA
Member for Melton

Mr. V. Sarma
President TECCA
PO Box 692

St Albans 3021

CONSECRATION OF KUNDRATHA KUMARAN TEMPLE

| write to offer my sincerest best wishes to you, your Committee and followers on the upcoming
consecration of the Kundratha Kumaran Temple.

I understand the Temple will provide a suitable place of worship for Hindus to practice their religion
and nurture their spirituality for devotees from all over Melbourne and from many differing ethnic
backgrounds.

The hard work in reaching this stage of the Temple’s construction by your committee and followers
is a remarkable result and | wholeheartedly congratulate all concerned.

| hope the Temple will serve as Melton’s Hindu religious centre for many, many generations of your
followers as they and their families pursue the happiness and enlightenment they seek.

Once again, congratulations to you, the Committee and your followers on the success of this
outstanding achievement.

Yours sincerely

Don Nardella RAW

Member for Melton

3 Alexandra Street, Melton Victoria 3337 Phone: 03 9743 9825 Fax 03 9743 1634
Email: don.nardella@parliament.vic.gov.au




6)LICLIET GEBTNHHS GLIT YW VST GLLITGaGS EMVIY LV

Our community, our future

Cr Justin Mammarella JP MELTON
Mayor

DWS Ref: 1814337

Our Ref: K Tori/bmck

17" November 2011

Mr Kasi Nathan

Secretary

Kundrathu Kumaran Temple
PO Box 692

ST ALBANS VIC 3021

Dear Mr Nathan,

It with considerable pleasure that | write to you to congratulate the Tamil Educational
Cultural and Charitable Association on the construction of the Kundrathu Kumaran
Hindu Temple in Rockbank.

To achieve such a result for your community is testimony to the commitment of many
sharing a vision to delivery such an asset.

In recent years the Melton community has experienced a significant increase in the
scale of its cultural diversity and facilities such as the Temple you have constructed
are important symbols of that diversity within our local community. The Temple will
serve well into the future as an important community centre promoting your culture
across the municipality and greatly assisting new residents of Hindu faith who
choose to settle in Melton.

On behalf of Council | extend to you our very best wishes for ongoing success in the
future and trust that through the Temple happiness and good health will be promoted
within your community. Congratulations on a wonderful achievement, one that will
serve your community extremely well into the future.

Yours sincerely,

Y

Cr Justin Mammarella, JP
MAYOR

03 8390 8502

232 High Street 193-201 Caroline Springs Blvd PO Box 21 0412 379 753 i
Melton VIC 3337 Caroline Springs VIC 3023 Melton VIC 3337 justin.mammarella@melton.vic.gov.au
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Cr Garry Stock
COUNCILLOR

Cambridge Ward

Civic Centre
232 High Street
Melton 3337

Postal Address

Kundrathu Kumaran Temple fv’Q “‘?,XZ.'B',;TG“"”
- Maha Kumbhabhishegam ictoria 33:
T/F 03 9449 5368
M 0421 708 061

On behalf of Melton Shire Council and the people of our community | would o el s
like to congratulate the Tamil Educational Cultural and Charitable Association Hove. sl P———
and all other parties involved in the construction of the Kundrathu Kumaran el

Hindu Temple in Rockbank for your hard work and perseverance towards the ABN 22 862 073 889
completion of this temple. www.melton.vic.gov.au

This momentous achievement is a testament to the value of communities coming together
for a common purpose, and your efforts have resulted in a beautiful place of worship that
contributes to the growth, strength and diversity of our community.

Council is committed to working with our cultural communities, each with distinct identities
and history, and Council's Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) Committee helps
groups such as yours promote harmony, education and awareness of racial and religious
diversity in the Shire of Melton.

In recent years we have seen people from many cultural backgrounds move into the
municipality. Melton Shire Council is very proud of this cultural diversity and values the
contributions our new residents make to our community. Your temple also serves as a
community centre that promotes and nurtures Hindus across the Shire and will be
welcoming to new residents.

Council’s Intercultural Strategy helps us work with the Shire’s diverse communities and
better meet the needs of groups such as yours. Council has started a Community
Languages Collection at our libraries that includes DVDs, magazines and newspapers in
Hindi, and this collection will provide opportunities for your community to actively promote a
reading culture and maintain links with their first language while supporting initiatives within
the community that promote cultural diversity and education.

I wish the temple and its community members much success, happiness and good health in
the coming years. Congratulations again on your achievements and on the beautiful and
inspiring Kundrathu Kumaran Temple, and | look forward to working with you in the years to
come.

On a personal note | would particularly like to commend a group of very hard working
members of your community; Mr. Vinayaga Sarma, Mr. Rajaratnam Vaithiyanathan, Mr.
Selvadurai Pathmalingham, Mr. P.Subramaniam Dharmakularajah, Mr. Raja Manoharan, Mr.
Kapilan Kirupairajah and wonderfully led by Mr. Kasi Nathan. It has been a number of years
since we enjoyed a meal together and discussed the vision. That vision is now a reality and
a fantastic outcome for your community particularly through the persistence and hard work of
this group.

Yours Sineerely
(62 ZZ\

r Garry Stock
Melton Shire Council

A VIBRANT, GROWING AND HEALTHY COMMUNITY OFFERING LIFESTYLE CHOICES
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Tamil Educational Cultural & Charitable
Association was incorporated on
12 July 2002. In the past ten years following
members served in the Management Committee

Mr. Arulchandran Ponnudurai
Mr. Chellduari Kanagaratnam
Mr. Eswarampillai Vimalanathan
Mr. Selvadurai Pathmalinkam

Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan
Mr. Kasi Nathan

Mrs. Mangaleswary Rajkumar
Mr. Pasupathy Paramanayagam

Mr. Arunasalam Dhanapalan

Mr. Nadarajamuthali Kulajayenthiran
Mr. Vinayaga Sarma

Mr. Rajaratnam Sivanathan

Mr. Kalirajah Navaratnam
Mr. Veluppillai Selvendran
Mrs. Mallikadevy Manoharan
Mr. Pasupathy Varathalingam

Mr. P.Subramaniam Dharmakularajah
Mrs. Indrany Gunaratnam

Mr. Kapilan Kirupairajah

Mr. Ponusamipillai Rajendran

Mr. Raja Manoharan
Mr. Rajaratnam Vaithiyanathan

Co-opted members:

Mr. Sabapathypillai
Mr. Valli Navaratnam
Mr.P.Balaraman

Mrs. Rani Stock
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Current Management Committee:

Mr. Vinayaga Sarma (President)
Mr. Rajaratnam Vaithiyanathan (Vice President)

Mr. Kasi Nathan (Secretary)
Mr. Raja Manoharan (Assistant Secretary)

Mr. Chellduari Kanagaratnam (Treasurer)
Mr. Pasupathy Varathalingam (Assistant Treasurer)

Mr. Selvadurai Pathmalinkam

Mr. P.Subramaniam Dharmakularajah
Mr. Kapilan Kirupairajah

Mr. Eswarampillai Vimalanathan

Mr. Ponusamipillai Rajendran

Mr. Veluppillai Selvendran

Co-opted members:

Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan
Mr. Valli Navaratnam

Mr. Kalirajah Navaratnam

Mr. Rajaratnam Sivanathan
Mrs. Rani Stock

Mrs. Mangaleswary Rajkumar
Mr. Sabapatypillai

Maha Kumbhabhishekam Committee:

Mr. Vinayaga Sarma - Chair / Resource Planning & Promotion
Mr. Kasi Nathan - Coordinator / Secretary
Mr. Rajaratnam Vaithiyanathan - Building

Mr. Selvadurai Pathmalinkam - Souvenir
Mrs. Mallikadevy Manoharan - Fundraising
Mr.ValliNavaratnam -Temple Premises

Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan - Catering

Mr. Arunasalam Dhanapalan
Mr. Eswarampillai Vimalanathan
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Sub-Commitees:

Temple Building:

Mr. Ranjan Vaithiyanathan - Coordinator
Mr. Kasi Nathan — Secretary

Mr. Vinayaga Sarma

Mr. K Kapilan

Mr. V Selvendran

Mr. Arulselvam

Mr. Anish

Mr. R Rajkumar

Mr. K Navaratnam
Mr. P Varathalingam
Mr. P Rajendran

Resources Planning & Promotion:

Publication / Souvenirs:

Mr. Vinayaga Sarma - Coordinator
Mr. Vimalanathan - Secretary

Mr. Varathalingam

Mr. Sivanathan

Mr. Dhanapalan

Mr. Kasi Nathan

Mr. Senthooran

Mr. Pathmalinkam - Coordinator
Mr. Dharamkularaja - Secretary
Mr. Vinayaga Sarma

Mr. Kasi Nathan

Mr. Ponnusamy Rajendran

Mr. B.Sivaramakrishna Sarma
Mr. Sabapathypillai

Fundraising:

Temple Premises Preparation:

Mrs. Mallikadevy Manoharan - Coordinator
Mr. C Kanagaratnam - Secretary

Mr. R Vythianathan

Mr. Kasi Nathan

Mrs. Rani Stock

Mr. A Dhanpalan

Mr. Vinayaga Sarma

Mr. K.Navaratnam

Mr. K Muralitharan

Mr. V.Navaratnam - Coordinator
Mr. R Manoharan - Secretary
Mr. K.Navaratnam

Mr. Selvendran

Mrs. Mangaleswary Rajkumar
Mr. Kapilan

Mr. Arulselvam

Mr. Varathalingam

Catering:

Pooja:

Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan — Coordinator
Mrs. Rani Stock- Secretary

Mrs. Rani Nathan

Mrs. Mallikadevy Manoharan

Mrs. S Navaratnam

Mrs. Mangaeswary Rajkumar

Mr. Vinayaga Sarma-Coordinator
Mr. C Kanagaratnam-Secretary
Mr. P Rajendran

Mr. V Navaratnam

Mr. K Navaratnam

Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan
Mrs. Mangaeswary Rajkumar
Mr. K Kapilan

Mr. R Sivanathan
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Introduction

For many generations temples have been the hub of everyday life within the Hindu community. Temples
also thought to be the starting point where one may begin their journey which concludes in the transcending
of the material world. Hindus believe that their lives are merely steps in the progression towards ultimate en-
lightenment. All aspects of the Hindu temple, from the principles of design and construction, the forms of its
architecture and decoration and the rituals performed, focus on the goal of enlightenment and liberation from
the material world. The many aspects of the temple are determined and compiled in the ancient texts known as
the Agama Shastras, whilst the vastushastras express theoretical and idealised descriptions of the architectural
traditions and conventions that are to be followed.

The temple is designed to dissolve the boundaries between man and the divine. Not merely his residence,
the temple is God, himself. God and therefore by implication the whole universe, is identified with the tem-
ple’s design and actual fabric. The ground plan is perhaps the best example. The vastushastras describe it as a
symbolic, miniature representation of the cosmos. It is based on a strict grid made up of squares and equilateral
triangles which are imbued with deep religious significance. The position of the squares is in accordance with
the importance attached to each of the deities; with the square in the centre representing the temple’s main de-
ity, whilst the outer squares cover the gods of lesser rank; in relation to this particular temple.

The construction of the temple follows in three dimensional forms exactly the pattern laid out by the man-
dala. The relationship between the underlying symbolic order and the actual physical appearance of the tem-
ple can best be understood by seeing it from above - which of course, was impossible for humans until quite
recently.

Another important aspect of the design of the ground plan is that it is intended to link the temporal world to
the eternal. The principal shrine should face the rising sun and hence, should have its entrance facing the East.
A typical Hindu temple consists of the following major elements - an entrance often with a porch, one or more
attached or detached mandapas or halls, the inner sanctum called the garbagriha, literally ‘womb chamber’ and
the tower built directly above the garbagriha.

Kundrathu Kumaran Temple’s History.

Since 2000, Hindu immigration began to increase at a speed greater than ever before. These events lead to
a change in the ethnic character of the population in the North-West of Melbourne. The gradual growth of the
Hindu and Tamil population was stimulated by immigration especially from Sri Lanka, India, Fiji, Malaysia,
Singapore, and South Africa. In early 2002, Tamil communities in the North-West of Melbourne strongly be-
lieved there was a need for a temple that would bring not only the Hindu community together, but also make
available the promotion, practice and preservation of our ancient culture - including religion and language.

A handful of Hindus residing in the North-West of Melbourne first thought of building a place of worship
in early 2002. They decided to take the initiative and active role of forming a committee, with a group of
dedicated people. The initial meetings took place at both the Vaithiyanathan’s and Manoharan’s residence.
Those who attended these meetings included Mr. Vinayaga Sarma, Mr. Ganeshamoorthy, Mr. Kasi Nathan,
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Mr. Pathmalinkam, Mr. Manoharan, Mr. K Navaratnam, Mr. Varathalingam, Mr. Ranjan Vaithiyanathan, Mr.
Dharmakularajah, Mr. Sivanathan, Mr. Selvendran, Mr. Sabapathypillai, Mr. Rajkumar, Mr. Anantharasa, Mr.
Gunaratnam, Mr. Paramanayagam, Mr. Arulchandran and their spouses. Many issues were briefly discussed
at these meetings, but the consensus was that a Hindu temple was the only solution to meet the North-West
Victorian Hindu communities’ urgent needs. To achieve this objective an association was formed.

In order to form an association and to elect its Management Committee, a meeting was arranged at Kealba
community centre in April 2002. After lengthy discussions, the name, ‘Tamil Educational Cultural & Chari-
table Association’ or TECCA was agreed upon. At this same meeting, a Management Committee whose role
would entail meeting the religious and cultural needs of the North-West Victorian Hindu Community was
elected. The newly elected Management Committee’s initial actions involved the arrangement of monthly
poojas. These were held on the last Friday of each month, at Delahey Community Centre. The first of these
monthly poojas was held on the 26 April 2002. The pooja commenced at 7.00 pm with bhajans, which were
followed by the pooja itself, the serving of prasadam, a spiritual speech and other cultural activities. The day
concluded with the distribution of dinner to the devotees. Mr. Manoharan and a number of other members
were placed in charge of the Kealba Community Centre pooja hall arrangements. Mr. Vinayaga Sarma and his
spouse Mrs.Gowri Sarma, performed the poojas and prepared the Prasadam. Mr. Dharmakularajah and Mrs.
Mallikadevy Manoharan were given the responsibility of running the bhajans. Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan
and Mrs. Mallikadevy Manoharan headed the arrangement of food for the devotees. The monthly poojas were
sponsored by the families living in the North-West Melbourne region. A number of well known local and
overseas speakers attended the poojas and delivered excellent speeches on numerous topics.

On 11 June 2002, the Tamil Educational Cultural & Charitable Association was officially registered by the
State Government of Victoria as an incorporated association with 50 Founder Members. Mr. Hariharan lyer,
Mr. Sivanathan and Mr. Kasi Nathan were actively involved in registering TECCA as an incorporated associa-
tion, whilst Mr. Hariharan Iyer took a major role in drafting TECCA’s unique constitution.

At this stage TECCA began its search for land on which to build the Murugan temple. Anumber of meetings
were again held to discuss and implement a suitable mode of action to tackle this process. Many members
suggested that the temple should be constructed on virgin land. Informal contacts were established with the
Melton Council regarding prospects of gaining planning approvals, but the responses were far from encour-
aging. Simultaneously, the committee searched for suitable land in the Melton, Keilor and Sydenham areas.
However, the lands inspected in these locations proved to be unsuitable for the association’s purpose. Finally,
a devotee, Mr. Kulendran notified the committee of the sale of thirty one acres of rural land, with access to
electricity and water services in Rockbank. The land which was advertised in a local paper was for sale for
three hundred thousand dollars. Mr. Ranjan Vaithiyanathan and Mr. Manoharan quickly approached the estate
agent and discussed the fine details regarding the land and presented their findings to the committee. To make
sure the land was not sold to another party, Ranjan also paid the deposit to the agent. The committee was
extremely impressed with the land with Kororoit Creek as its north boundary, and the location of the Murugan
temple was finally established.

Having finalised the location of the temple, the association faced a new dilemma- the fact there they had
insufficient funds to purchase the entire land. In order to overcome this obstacle, another association named
the Thamil Welfare Services Pty Ltd was formed. This organisation consisted of twenty shareholders, each of
whom contributed towards the purchase of the land. Subsequently, in April 2002, Thamil Welfare Service Pty
Ltd purchased the land. TECCA and Thamil Welfare Service Pty Ltd now have a legal agreement that entails
that Thamil Welfare Service Pty Ltd provide five acres of the land to TECCA on a hundred year Peppercorn
Lease agreement to fulfill the vision of building a Hindu place of worship for Lord Muruga. The twenty
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Thamil Welfare Services Shareholders were Mr. R Manoharan, Mr. K Navaratnam, Mr. Arulchandran Pon-
nudurai, Mr. Charles Gunaratnam, Mr. Vinayaga Sarma, Mr. Ranjan Vaithiyanathan, Mr. S Pathmalinkam, Dr.
P Sathianathan, Mr. P Varathalingam, Mr. P S Dharmakularajah, Mrs. Usha Sivanathan, Mr. Kasi Nathan, Mr.
Rohan Murugiah, Mr. P Ragavan, Mr. K Ganeshamoorthy, Mr. V Selvendran, Mrs. Arunthathy Sivasamboo,
Mrs. Mangaleswary Rajkumar, Mr. P Parmanayagam and Mr. S Anandarasa.

A triangular shaped rock in the bush next to one of the many gum trees was noticed at the newly purchased
land. This triangular rock formation resembled a symbol of Lord Ganesh. Hence, it was at this site that milk
was boiled and prayers given which would one day become the location of the Murugan temple. During these
initial stages, a devotee noticed an unusual growth form on the lower trunk of a gum tree. This particular
growth looked amazingly like four elephant feet; so much so that the legs appeared on the tree as dark grey
and the nails creamy white in colour. This historical holy appearance provided an added level of confidence
to the community that the correct location for the temple had been found. Following this observation, a small
statue of the Lord Ganesh had been placed at the base of the tree; to which prayers are given on a daily basis.

In the meantime, a temporary structure was built within the premises and was opened on 18 April 2003.
Weekly pooja and religious activities were performed in the temporary structure from April 2003.

At this early stages, Mr. Ranjan Vaithiyanathan purchased and donated a Caterpillar Front and Back Loader
worth $25,000. This machine proved to be a very valuable asset and saved TECCA many thousands of dollars.
This machine continues to be valuable and functional today.

During this time, the rural land was rezoned by the state Government to be Green Wedge land. This action
prevented quite a number of activities that were originally scheduled for implementation. The planning ap-
proval to build a temple in the land was also in doubt.

Disappointed at the setback, a devotee of Kundrathu Kumaran, Mr. Vaithiyanathan, visited the Kathirkamam
Temple in Sri Lanka. In Kathirkamam he received a divine message that ‘everything will be OK’. With that
satisfaction, he then visited Batu Caves Temple in Malaysia where he showed a resident priest, a photo of the
tree formation with four elephant legs. Having viewed the photo the priest was taken aback and began weep-
ing tears. This priest went on to acknowledge that an identical incident happened at the Batu Caves, prior to
the construction of its current Batu Caves Murugan Temple. The priest having shown this photo to the others
at the Batu Caves Temple told the devotee that the new Murugan temple in Melbourne would be a success and
handed the devotee a parcel draped with red silk cloth and covered in fresh flowers. The parcel contained a
Panchaloga Vel which symbolises Lord Muruga. The devotee brought the divine Vel back to Melbourne.

With the grace of Lord Murugan, within a month the then honourable planning minister Ms. Mary Dela-
hunty wrote a letter advising TECCA that there was a provision in the Melbourne 2030 plan that would al-
low the construction of a place of worship in the Green Wedge Zone. TECCA grasped this opportunity and
applied for a planning permit to initiate the construction process. In September 2004 after many hurdles and
drawbacks, the Shire of Melton Council approved the planning permit application. Mr. R. Sivanathan took
an active role at these early stages in dealing with the Shire of Melton Council to obtain initial approval. Mr.
Shan Shanmugabalan assisted TECCA at these early stages in many ways in obtaining the planning permit.

The actual temple building site was chosen at the highest point of the land, which was located at fifty meters
distance from the Lord Ganesh statue and the Kororoit Creek. The name Kundrathu Kumaran Temple was
first suggested by a gracious lady, and the committee after much consideration of alternative names, decided
on Kundrathu Kumaran Temple (geimsHg @Logsir epeouib) due to the temple’s location at the top of a hill in
the ‘Rockbank’ area.

The Panchaloga statue of Lord Ganesh and the Vel brought from Batu Cave Temple were installed in
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the temporary building on 7 December 2003. Subsequently on Thirukartheekai day on 25 November 2004,
Lord Valli, Devasena sameda Sri Subramanyar was installed. An eye opening ceremony for all these deities
was performed by Sri Nirmaleswara Kurukkal. Many hundreds of devotees witnessed this great ceremony.
Mr.Vinayaga Sarma donated Lord Ganesh and Lord Valli, Devasena sameda Sri Subramanyar statues which
were brought from Sri Lanka. The Panchaloga Vel was brought by Mr. Vaithiyanathan.

Mr.Vinayaga Sarma voluntarily conducted the weekly Friday poojas for a period of three years. Mr. Sar-
ma’s duty was then transferred to Sri Maheswara Kurukkal; who joined in December 2006 and performed
daily poojas and all other religious activities since that transition until October 2010.

On 25 November 2007 Sri Vishnu Durga Devi was also installed. An eye opening ceremony for Sri Vishnu
Durga Devi was performed by Sri Maheswara Kurukkal. Mr. Veluppillai Selvendran donated the statue.

From December 2010, Sri Paramasamy Kurukkal took over this responsibility and since conducts poojas
and other religious activities. In August 2011, Sri Subramaniya Kurukkal took over his responsibilities as chief
priest conducting daily poojas and other religious activities.

Sri B. Sivaramakrishna Sarma, provided valuable advice to the committee in regards to Hindu Religious
practices during the period leading up to the Maha Kumbhabhishekam.

Quite separate from the temple and its construction, in accordance with its objectives, TECCA and its Man-
agement Committee decided to conduct musical classes and to this end formed the TECCA Musical Academy
in 2003 which conducts Vocal, Violin and Mirudangam classes. Srimathy Rama Sivarajah has been providing
Vocal and Violin lessons since 2003. Mirudangam classes were provided initially by Sri Yogan Kandasamy
and then by Sri Priyan Govender and now by Sri Arulendran Gunaratnam (Indika). Many students currently
attend these classes.

Fundraising has played and continues to play a pivotal role in the activities of the temple. While many
members and devotees have contributed to temples fund raising activities, a significant amount of the fund-
raising activities of the temple may be apportioned to the hard work and dedication of many ladies led by Mrs.
Mallikadevy Manoharan and Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan.

TECCA has also held many Carnartic (Indian) musical events in all parts of Melbourne to raise funds for
the temple construction and many prominent Indian and Sri Lankan musicians have performed charitably
in these endeavors, in aid of the temple. Some of the prominent and distinguished musicians who have per-
formed include: Shri. D.S. Srivathsa (Vocal), Shri R. Kashyap Mahesh (Vocal), Shri. V. Suresh Babu (Violin),
Shri Malaikottai Deenadayalu (Morsing), Shri Eela Nallur Ahilan (Vocal), Shri Thiyagarajan Ramani (Flute),
Shri Kuldeep M Pai (Vocal), Eswer Shanker (Mridangam), Shri V. L. Sudharsan (Violin), T. R. Sundaresan
(Mridangam), R Balasubramanian (Violin), Dr. R. Ganesh (Vocal), Shri Murali Kumar (Violin), Shri Rasiah
Balasri (Mridangam), Shri Yogan Kandasamy (Mridangam), Shri Smt. Narmatha Ravichandra (Violin).

Planning and Construction of the New Temple

The first step towards the construction of the temple was the selection of the land. Even though any land
may be considered suitable provided the necessary rituals are performed for its sanctification, the ancient texts
have the following to say in this matter: “The gods always play where groves, rivers, mountains and springs
are near, and in towns with pleasure gardens”. No matter where it is situated, one essential factor for the ex-
istence of a temple is water. Water is considered a purifying element in all major traditions of the world, and
if not available in reality, it must be present in at least a symbolic representation in the Hindu temple. The
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The building committee was formed to obtain a planning permit for the construction of the temple, toilets
and priest residence from the Melton Shire Council. The building committee consisted of Structural Engi-
neers, Architects, Technical Supervisors and Committee Members.

The committee initially consulted Sivasri Lakshminarayana Kurrukal (Mahadeva Sarma), regarding the
temple structure and the deities to be installed in the temple. He provided the initial rough design of the temple
and Mr. Rajendran Kandasamy, design engineer (Total Built Environment Services), drew up the initial temple
plans of the temple. Frank Perry, Director of F.R. Perry & Associates, prepared and submitted the Planning
Application to Melton Council and dealt with the council on behalf of TECCA until the Planning Permit was
obtained.

Mr. Arumugasamy, structural engineer, prepared the engineering plan for the temple. Mr. Nanda Nanda-
kumar of Nanjay Partners Architects, approved the building plans for the temple and Mr. Nagarajan Sthapati
from India was recruited for advice on temple architecture. It is very important and necessary before finalising
the temple plan, that an architect should consult with the Sthapati and incorporate the provisions of the Agama
Shastra in the drawings. The Agama Shastras proscribe the procedures and requirements for the construction
and running of a temple. Once the Management Committee was able to obtain the services of Mr. Nagarajan
Sthapathi, he had a detailed discussion with the building committee. The building plan was finalised with the
advice of a structural engineer and the Sthapati. The Sthapati prepared all the detailed drawings for the Shrines
and Gopuram, which were incorporated in the proposed final plans for the Shrines.

The Council enforced many stringent conditions, including the provision of ample car parking spaces and
after many struggles, the planning approval was finally granted. Right from the outset, the persons involved
with the planning permit, including the council engineers, were very helpful in taking us through the necessary
processes. Mr. Vaithiyanathan was actively involved in the processes required in obtaining the planning ap-
proval and building permit. Non-members who provided immense professional services in obtaining planning
approval and building permits on a voluntary basis include: Mr. Rajendran Kandasamy, Mr. Arumugasamy
and Mr. Nanda Nandakumar. Mr. Frank Perry also provided excellent services at extremely favourable rates.

The Committee of Management decided that the temple would consist of four main deities, namely Gene-
sha, Shiva, Valli Devasena sameda Sri Subramanyar, Parwathee and another twenty four minor deities. The
building plans and drawings were initially approved by Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetadhipathi (Kanchi Swa-
mikal). Before the commencement of the construction, the Management Committee decided to first obtain
services such as water, electricity and telephone to the site. Many of our volunteers actively volunteered their
time during their weekends with regards to the laying of the pipes for water, electricity and telephone. This
allowed access to these amenities to be gained within a few months. The Management Committee then made
the important decision in mid 2006 to build toilets and a priest’s residence at the site.

Soon TECCA realised that raising funds for the project still remained a mammoth task and began taking
some initiative in this regard. A wide range of fundraising activities were launched, including music concerts,
dances and dinners, with the support of several prominent members of the community. Students from leading
musical schools gave performances from which proceeds were donated to the project.

The construction of the toilets, meeting room and priest’s residence were completed as the first stage of
the construction by Mr. Vaithiyanathan. Prior to commencing the above project, Mr. Vaithiyanathan and the
Management Committee finalised that payments were to be settled on an instalment basis. The project was
completed within six months of its conception. At the last settlement of the costs, Mr. Vaithiyanathan donated
forty thousand dollars towards the temple project.
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On 30 April 2006, the significant step of laying the foundations of the temple was completed. In keeping
with Hindu tradition, the special conch laying (Sankusthapana) ceremony took place on the same day. On the
morning of that day, heavy rain disturbed the devotees’ mind and posed the question - how we are going to
conduct the ceremony in this weather? However, at the auspicious time of noon, the pouring rain suddenly
came to a halt for about an hour. The Sankusthapana and foundation laying ceremony was conducted without a
hitch within this time. Many devotees felt that the pouring rain had only stopped due to the miraculous power
and grace of the Lord Murugan.

An enormous number of devotees, well wishers and supporters participated in this historical holy event.
The seventy thousand dollars collected from the Sankusthapana ceremony was used to fund the construction
of the temple’s foundation. To continue with the project, as mentioned previously, lack of funds was a signifi-
cant stumbling block. Hence, the Management Committee organised a meeting with its members, supporters
and well-wishers to work out a plan by which to raise the funds for the project. The meeting resulted in many
members, supporters and well wisher donating cash and sponsoring shrines, vigrahams and temple building
bricks. In addition, members of the Management Committee pooled among themselves about $40,000. After
the passing of a few months, the temple building activity recommenced with the erection of the external walls,
windows, roof, electrical and plumbing conduits. The entire temple’s electrical work, including materials, was
sponsored and completed by Mr. Elamkumaran of OAM Electrics which was a great boost to the project.

At this stage the Management Committee was busy organising the necessary finance to commence the
construction of shrines, false ceiling, tiling, timber floor, heating and security system. Discussions with a
number of banks, with regards to the borrowing of $200,000 were not successful. Finally TECCA managed
to borrow the § 200,000 it urgently needed and at this stage started looking for a suitable Sthapati to construct
the Shrines, Kopuram and Garbagriha. TECCA decided on Sthapathy Mr. Thamaraikannan from Penang, Ma-
laysia as the suitable person to construct Kundrathu Kumaran Temple. Mr. Pathmalinkam visited Malaysia and
inspected a few temples built by the Sthapathy and reported back to the Management Committee on his own
accord, before the decision was made. An agreement was entered into between both parties after the Sthapathy
visited the temple site for a detailed discussion.

The shrine work was however delayed by a number of months due to the changes to the immigration laws
which required those entering Australia on skilled migration to pass an English language examination with
a high ranking. Our Sthapati managed to overcome this hurdle and obtained a visa to work in Australia as a
skilled worker. Mr. Wimal Wimaleswaran of Wimal & Associates assisted us with processing the Visa applica-
tion for no charge.

Sthapati arrived in September 2008, and work on the shrine construction started on 19 October 2008,
with Hindu rituals and poojas. All the concreting and structural work for the shrines were carried out by the
volunteers during the weekends with the guidance of the Sthapati. The team should be commended for the
quality and efficiency of their work. The new pace that the project had adopted provided enthusiasm and new
hope to the Management Committee. The shrines of Ganesh, Valli Devasena sameda Sri Subramanyar, Shiva,
Parwathee, Rama Lakshmana & Sita, Vishnu, Mahalakshmi Narasimar, Durga, Anjaneyer, Nagathambeeran,
Chandikeshwar, Bhairava, Navagraha, Saba (Utsava Moorthykal) Mandapam, Vasantha Mandapam etc. were
to be completed next. The special doors and door frames arrived after some delay in June 2009 and the door
frames were installed at the temple with special poojas on 12 July 2009. Continuing from this enthusiasm,
the Sthapati started work on the Maha Kopuram and Valzi Pillayer Shrine and these were completed within
six months. The foundation for the Valzi Pillayer Shrine was laid on Sunday, 5 September 2010 with special
poojas and rituals performed with 108 special sangu (conch shells) laid in the foundation (Sankusthapanam)
in accordance with Hindu traditions.
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The work on the false ceiling, electrical cabling, security system, tiling inside of the shrines and on the
concrete floor, timber flooring, heating, shrine painting etc. were also completed on schedule. Considering
Sthapathy Mr.Thamaraikannan was the only skilled Sthapathy to work on the temple construction, his excel-
lent skills, dedication, honesty and hard work, are evident in the construction of the shrines and kopuram.

In April 2009, due to the Victorian Government’s proposal to construct both a freeway and high speed rail
link through the temple building site, our project faced a major setback. As soon as the government’s proposal
came to our attention, the issue was immediately taken to Vicroads, the Melton council, and to Hon. Tim Pal-
las, MP, Minister for Roads and Ports, Department of Transport at the time. TECCA made a strong submission
to move the road away from the temple. By gods grace, after a number of discussions between the Manage-
ment Committee, Vicroads, Melton Shire Council and the Minister for Roads and Ports, necessary actions was
taken to shift the freeway and rail line away from the temple premises. Thankfully, all parties involved were
very empathetic and helpful throughout the entire process and it is of no surprise that the combined outcome
was a great relief to the Hindu community living in all parts of Melbourne.

Orders were placed with various suppliers from India for deities, main doors, doors for the shrines, the
utsava murthies, kreedams, kavasams, kalasams, vakanams and other items required for the temple. Mr. Kasi
Nathan and Mr. Ranjan Vaithiyanathan visited some of the suppliers in India on their own accord, to study the
workmanship and quality of the items to be purchased. Quotations from the relevant suppliers were received
and orders were placed. Mr. Kasi Nathan coordinated the selection of suppliers and the purchasing of the
items from India. TECCA was lucky to have the assistance of one of the devotees, Mr. Siva Thiruvasagan in
India, who assisted us in many ways with regards to purchasing and shipping of the items to Melbourne. These
items arrived in the container in perfect condition on Monday, 31 October 2011, during the Kanthasashti and
was opened and unpacked the next day.

Mr. & Mrs. Raghunathan (parents of R. Kashyap Mahesh), donated the Valzi Pillayer or Karpaka Vinaya-
kar. This Vinayakar is based on one of the most popular images of Lord Ganesha in south India, the majestic
Karpaka Vinayakar of Pillayarpatti and has two arms instead of the usual four, with his trunk curled to his right
in the valampuri mode. This deity was kept at the very majestic Karpaka Vinayakar Temple at Pillayarpatti for
one month and special poojas were conducted before being shipped to Melbourne.

This project has been associated with various tasks some of which have been very complex in nature.
Thanks to the devotion, dedication and determination shown by man competent members and volunteers, we
were able to efficiently accomplish our objectives and goals. It is our belief that this temple project is a success
story of the aspirations of our small community with the abundant blessings of Lord Murugan.

Maha Khumbhabhishekam (consecration ceremony) of Kundrathu Kumaran Temple was held on Sunday,
12 February 2012, during the auspicious time between 9.15 am and 10.40 am. According to the Hindu calen-
dar this auspicious time is the culmination of Kara Varsha (year), Panchami thithi, Hasthe nakshathra, Amitha
Chitha yoga and Meena lagna (pisces). The ceremony was led by many leading Sivacharyars from Australia,
New Zealand, India, Singapore and Sri Lanka. This auspicious event was witnessed by thousands of devotees
from all over Australia from different cultures, including religious and political dignitaries and scholars.

A plaque of appreciation and of excellence “Sitpakalai Vitpannar” were presented on behalf of the Kun-
drathu Kumaran Temple to Temple Architect - Sthapathy Thamaraikanan Aachari during the honouring cer-
emony soon after the Maha Kumbhabhishekam.

Let the Kundrathu Kumaran Temple’s bells be heard far and wide. Let it inspire its worshippers to work
together, serve together and pray together for the well being of all people and for universal peace and harmony.
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by Batu Caves Sri Subramaniam Temple .
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Valzi Pillayar deity is a replica of Karpaka
Vmayakar in Pillayarpatti Temple
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Management Committee: Mr. V Sarma, Mr. R Vaithiyanathan, Mr. Kasi Nathan, Mr. R Manoharan, Mr. ¢ Kanagaratnam,

Mr. P Varathalingam, Mr. K Kapilan, Mr. P Rajendran, Mr. V Selvendran, Co-opted Members: Mr. V Navaratnam,
Mr. K Navaratnam, Mr. R Sivanathan, Mr. Sabapathypillai, Mrs. Rani Stock, Mrs. Mangaleswary Rajkumar.

Absent: Mr. E Vimalanathan, Mr. § Pathmalinkam, Mr. P.S Dharmakularajah, Co-opted Members: Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan.

DY

Rumbhabhishekam Committee: Mr. V Sarma, Mr. Kasi Nathan, Mr. R Vaithiyanathan, Mr. V Navaratnam,
Mrs. Mallikadevy Manoharan, Mr. A Dhanapalan.

/,,“; bsent: Mr. E Vimalanathan, Mr. S Pathmalinkam, , Mrs. Shanthini Vivekananthan.
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Ichonography of the Deities at

Kunrathu Kumaran temple

Lord Vinayaga or Ganesha

Ganesha is the Lord of good fortune and the destroyer of obstacles. His grace is
invoked before any task to ensure success. Ganesha symbolizes AUM (the Pranava
mantra) and considered the incarnation of the entire Cosmos. The ‘elephant’ head
of Ganesha symbolizes fidelity, wisdom, understanding, and a discriminating intel-
lect necessary to attain perfection in life. A goad (ankusa) in the upper left hand
represents the retrenchment of all desires. A noose (pasa), in the upper right hand
symbolizes the highest goal of human evolution, in order to attain spiritual perfec-
tion. The lower right hand holds a broken tusk, with (protection giving (‘abhaya
mudra’) pose.The lower left hand is shown in blessing/boon granting pose (‘varad-
ha mudhra’), holding the ‘modhaka’ a sweet. Coconuts are dashed to crack down in
to pieces in front of Ganesha to symbolize the shattering of the ego infront of him.

The mouse (mooshikam) is a symbol of ignorance that is dominant in darkness and fears light and knowl-
edge. The mouse shows us to remain always on the alert and illuminate our inner-selves with the light of

awarencss.

Pancha muka Vinayaka
(Lord Ganesh with five faces)

The feature of Pancha muka Vinayaka is the combination of the following five forms
namely Maha Ganapathy, Chiththa Ganapathy,Viddhya Ganapathy, Sakthi Ganapathy
and Mohsha Ganapathy. Pancha muka Vinayaka possess a human body with two legs,
five heads and ten hands. Each hand possesses the one of the following weapons name-
¥ ly, kudaram, pasam, chakram, musalam, abupam, dangam sulam, dhuvajam and the two
front right hand with ‘abhaya mudra’ (protection giving), The front left hand is shown
in ‘varadha mudhra’( blessing/boon granting pose). The apex of the trunk (the long
flexible nose) is turned towards right, clockwise called ‘Valampuri’.

Valzi Pillayar

The Vinayakar form with two hands in the pose seen at at Kundrathu Kumaran
(Rockbank Murugan) Temple is very unique.

The Valzi Pillayar installed at, Kundrathu Kumaran Temple, is made of granite
according to the correct dimentions mentioned in agamas and pujas were performed
for 48 days at Pillayarpatti or Karpaga Vinayakar temple. The idol of Ganesha at
the mulastana of this Shrine is familiar to many, as this image is found in the rock
cut Karpaka Vinayakar Shrine at Pillayarpatti near Karaikkudi, one of the oldest
Cave Temples (Rock Cut) temples of Tamil Nadu. Situated between Karaikkudi and
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Pudukkottai , Pillayarpatti is named after “Pillayar”, the Tamil name for Ganesha Karpaka. At Pillayarpatti
Temple, Vinayakar or Desi Vinayaka Pillaiyar is the presiding deity; he is portrayed with two arms and a trunk
curled towards his right in the valampuri mode. This six feet tall image of Ganesha is a bas-relief in a cave
excavated from a big rock, now behind the temple.

Hence the Valzi Pillayar statue installed at, at Kundrathu Kumaran possess the significance of being in-
stalled at the famous Pillayarpatti temple for pujas prior to the instalment at this shrine, during the Kumbhab-
hisheka ceremony.

Lord Subrahmanyar

The representation of Lord Subrahmanya is shown in standing pose, hold-
ing the spear (vel - Jnana sakti) the force of knowledge) in standing pose
with a handsome face together with his sakthis ( inseparable power) Valli
(Icha sakthi -the force of desire) and Devasena, (Kriya sakthi- the force of
action) on each side all in the standing pose.

Mythologically Lord Subrahmanyar the son of Siva and Sakthi, shows the
highest status of spirituality. The representation of Lord Subrahmanya has
four hands. The upper right hand holds the lance, the upper left hand holds spear, lower right hand is shown
in the pose of bestowing grace (abhaya mudra), and the lower left hand pointing down words blessing pose
(varda mudra) representing the cosmic energy.

The peacock is the carrier mount (vahana) standing on a serpent. is seen behind the Lord. The serpent
represents the time factor and the peacock keeping the serpent under its control and being the vehicle of Sub-
rahmanya indicates that the Lord is beyond the time limits.

Lord Shanmugar

The standing pose of Shanmugar is seen as a human form, with two
legs, six heads and twelve hands. The following weapons are seen in
the hands namely , sakthy, saram, kadgam, dhwjam, gadhai, vil (bow),
kulisam, kedayam(shield), soolam (trident), pankajam(lotus flower)
the right front hand is in the position of protection giving pose (ab-
haya mudra). The left front hand is shown in blessing/boon granting
pose(varadha mudhra).The six heads represent the six rays or the six
attributes namely, Jnana (wisdom), Vairagya (dispassion), Bala (strength), Kirti (fame), Sree (wealth) and
Aishvarya (divine powers). His flag is the cock and vehicle is the peacock which stands clutching a serpent in
its talons. His saktis (inseparable powers) are Valli (Ischa sakthi) and Devasena (Kriya sakthi)

Sivalingam

Sivalinga is the symbol of the supreme Self. Sivalinga is the primary
icon of the sixty four different forms of Siva. The appearance of Sival-
inga is without any particular form (rupa) or formless (arupa).This struc-
ture could be felt by sense of touch and could be seen by sense of sight,
but without having any particular forms as head, limbs, ornaments etc.
Sivalinga is usually a round protruding object. The cylindrical part is held
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firmly by a circular base. The lower part of Lingam represents Brahma. The middle part, which is octagonal
in shape, represents Vishnu. The upper part, which is cylindrical in shape, represents Rudra which is known
as Pujabhaga.

Lord Vishnu

Lord Vishnu is symbolized as a human form with four arms. A discus
(chakra), named Sudarshana in His upper right hand to protect all from
evil. The gada (mace) named Kaumodaki in the left lower hand signi-
fies that He sustains the world. The sankha (conch) named Panjajanya
in the upper left hand indicates love and understanding. His front right
hand is depicted bestowing grace. The crown is a symbol of the Lord's
supreme power and authority. The two ear-rings that the Lord wears signify the dual nature of creation, such
as knowledge and ignorance, happiness and grief and pleasure and sorrow.

Lord Brahma

Lord Brahma is symbolized as a four-faced, deity in a human form with four-arms,
represent the four aspects of the human personalities. The Rudraksha maala (rosary)
in the upper right hand symbolizes the cycle of time (creation to sustenance, from
sustenance to dissolution, and from dissolution to new creation). The rosary also sym-
bolizes the materials used for the creation. A book in the upper left hand (symbolizing
the intellect) illustrates knowledge. The lower left hand symbolizes the cosmic energy
.The front right hand is in the pose of bestowing grace. The four faces represent the
sacred knowledge of the four Vedas (Rig, Yajur, Sama, and Atharvana).The four arms
represent the four directions and thus represent the omnipresence, omniscience, and
omnipotence

Lord Nataraja

Lord Siva in the form of Nataraja, is the master of all the rhythmic movements
of creation. The cosmic dance ensures the orderliness (ritham) of the universe,
the movement of the earth, the heavens, the arrangement of the galaxies and the
inter stellar spaces, on which rests unsteadily the whole balance. The halo circle of
Flame (Thiru vasi) represents samsara (reincarnation), the endless cycle of birth
and death. The snake around His neck symbolizes His control over the powers of
nature. The crescent moon in the crown of His matted hair represents the highest
principle of awareness or enlightenment. The two different ear-rings symbolize
that He embodies both masculine and feminine aspects. The third eye symbolizes
insight or enlightenment. The river Ganges signifies the fertility. The expression
on Siva's face is calm. The raised foot is seen out of the plane of the rest of the
image.

The upraised left foot symbolizes release from rebirth and the assurance of lib-
eration (moksha). The leg that rests symbolizes the creative force of the universe. The dwarf asura, Muyalakan
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being crushed by the right foot symbolizes the ignorance of moksha. The dwarf symbolizes absentminded-
ness, negligence, blindness. Two feet together symbolize interplay of insight and forgetfulness.

Lord Somaskandar

Lord Siva together with His consort Uma and Skandar
(Sa+Uma+Skandar) is known as Somaskanda murthy.

The five activities (pancha-krityas) are: srishti (creation), sthiti
(preservation), samhara (destruction), tirobhava (veiling) and anugraha
(grace). These, separately considered, are the activities of Brahma, Vish-
nu, Rudra, Mahesvara and Sadasiva. Lord Somaskandar is seen seated
on the badhra peeta (seat) in suhasana pose with three eyes on his face.
The left leg is folded and kept at the knee joint. Right leg is seen in the
hanging position from the seat. Siva is seen to wear the skin of a tiger
with parasu in the back right hand and a dear in the back left hand. The right front hands are in the position of
‘abhaya mudra’ (protection giving), The left front hand is shown in ‘varadha mudhra’ (blessing/ boon grant-
ing) pose. On the right ear makara/simha kundala type of ear ring and on the left ear bhadhra kundala type
of ear ring are seen. On the head jata makuta (the type of hair) on head, crescent moon, and simha chakra are
seen. Many serpents are worn as bangles in the hands. Goddess Uma holds lotus flower in the right hand. Left
had is kept in the simha kashana hasta mudra position. Head bears karanda makuta
type of hair crown.

Parwathee

Parvati (the supreme divine mother) is considered the absolute reality (Parabrah-
man) who is dynamic essence of the formless static God. Parvati carries a blue lotus
in full bloom in one hand, which shows fearlessness ( abhaya mudra ). She is re-
ferred to as Trigunatmika (having the three gunas (namely; sattva, rajas, and tamas)
and at the same time being nirguna (without any gunas). Her Mudras (symbolic
hand gestures) are kataka, fascination and enchantment.

Lord Dakshinamurthy

Dakshinamurthy portray Siva in pleasant mood facing south wards, seated on a
| elevated seat, with one leg folded while the other rests on the Apasmarapurusha, the
| deluded self. The front right hand is in ‘chinmudra’ (gnanamudra) where the fingers
| (thumb and the forefinger touching each other the other three fingers are stretched
straight) posture of presenting knowledge and holding the aksamala (rosary).The front
left hand holds the Vedic scripture.The back right hands hold a drum, and a serpent.
The back left hands hold a fire. Dakshinamurthy is seen seated silently in yoga posture,
under a banyan tree and the sages, animals and plants are seen beneath around Him.
The trident is the symbolic illustration of the triple character of nature, termed, sathva,
rajas and tamas.
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Lord Chandrasekharar
(moon ornamented Lord, bhoga murthy)

Chandrasekharar is seen together with His consort (inseparable Sakthi /
power) in standing pose. The appearance of this Chandrashekharar sculpture
is a straight body with the feet in the same plane. The three matted locks on
the head symbolize the integration of the physical, mental and spiritual ener-
gies. River Ganga, signifies the destruction of sin, removes ignorance, be-
stows knowledge, purity and peace. The two eyes symbolize the activities in
the physical world and the third eye the spiritual knowledge. A snake (Vasuki)
symbolizes the yogic power. Rudraksha mala around the neck illustrates the
cosmic laws. Trisula (three-pronged trident) symbolizes His three fundamen-
tal powers will (iccha), action (kriya) and knowledge (jnana). The right front
hand is in ‘abhaya mudra’ (protection giving), and the left front hand is in
‘varadha mudhra’ (boon granting) postures. The right front hand holds the axe. The left front hand holds the
deer. The face appears with a pleasant expression, with a blossomed face and expressive eyes. The crescent
moon is seen on the crown signifies the time factor.

Goddess Durga

Goddess Durga protects mankind from evil and misery by
destroying evil forces such as selfishness, jealousy, prejudice, hatred,
anger, and ego. Goddess Durga is seen facing north in the niche on
the northern side of the garbagraha of the shrine of Siva linga. God-
dess Durga is seen with four hands, standing on the head of a buffalo.
The back right hand holds discus (chakra), the back left hand holds
sanka (conch), the front right hand depicted bestowing grace (abhya
mudra ) the front left hand is seen to be kept touching the waist. The
crown on the head is beautifully ornamented (karanta makuta) and
the body is decorated with different types of attractive ornaments.
The two horns of the buffalo are seen directed backwards. She stands
on the head of a buffalo. A buffalo symbolizes unlimited power.The
head of the buffalo represents the egoism and the standing pose of
Goddess Durga indicates that She is on control of egoism.

Sri Rama, Sitha and Lakshmanan

Sri Rama, Sitha and Lakshmanan are all seen in the standing pose.
Sri Rama is seen with a decorated crown on the head with two hands,
holding bow in left hand and an arrow in the right hand. Body is
highly decorated with ornaments. Lakshman is seen with two hands,
holding bow in left hand and an arrow in the right hand with a deco-
rated crown on the head. Body is highly decorated with ornaments.
Sita is seen holding a flower on one hand and just leaving the other
hand free.
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Chandeshwarar

Chandeshwarar is installed in the North Eastern corner to the garbagraha (moolas-
tana) of the shrine of Siva Linga, facing south. Chandeshwarar is seen in the seated
pose with two hands, one holding parasu, and the other grasps the thigh of the leg.
Chandeshwarar is always so absorbed in his worship of Siva that he is unmindful to
anything.

Lord Bhairawar

Lord Bhairawa shrine in a temple is installed at the posi-
tion in between North East and Estern corner of the temple.
Bhairawa is the custodian of the temple. Bhairawa statue is seen in standing pose
with a fearful appearance in the face with big rounded eyes. The two opening posi-
tions of the nose is wide and the two incisor teeth protrude projecting outside from
the upper and lower jaws. The belly is large and is seen wearing a garland of skulls.
The ornaments are the serpents without any cloths on the body. The Bhairawa ef-
figy is seen with four hands possessing the weapons namely, kadgam, kedham, pin-
dy, and kapalam (skull).The dog is the vahanam (vehicle) seen behind the statue of
Bhairawa. The temple keys are left with him every night and taken on the following
morning from him during the first puja ceremony.

Ayyappan, (Sastha, Hariharaputra, Arya)

The manifestation of Ayyappan is seen to possess two hands and a peaceful expres-
sion (yogasana) with a seated pose with the legs folded at the knee. His name means
that he is able to control the entire world. The right hand is shown in the pose of
bestowing grace ( abhya mudra) pose and the other left hand points downwards rest-
ing at the knee-point. Different varieties of ornaments are seen around the neck with
sacred thread, the yajnopavita.His worship is mentioned in Amsumabdheda Agama,
the Suprabheda Agama and the Karana Agama

Nandi

Nandi the recumbent placed in front of the main shrine of Lord
Siva. Permission of Nandi is required for the devotees to enter the
innermost shrine.Symbolically, the bull represent the animal intincts,
especially the sex, and Lord Siva riding on it reflects His absolute mas-
tery over it.
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Pali Peedam

The Bali pitam is the special elevated,circular granite stone decorated
to a design as prescribed in the scripts of rituals. The Bali pitam is the
place where the oblations are placed after the offerings to the deity in the
inner sanctum- sanctorum

The Peacock.

His peacock mount symbolizes his destruction of the ego .The pea-
cock is the carrier mount (vahana) standing on a serpent is seen behind
the Lord. The serpent represents the time factor and the peacock keeping
the serpent under its control and being the vehicle of Lord Subrahmanya
indicates that the Lord is beyond the time limits. The peacock shows the
shape of the Pranava AUM. It is of the shape of the bindu (circle). When
the peacock spreads out its tail, it has the round shape of the Pranava.

Nagathambiran

The veneration of the cobra ( serpant) worship has been an ancient custom of
the community of farmers

The people of ancient era invoke the blessings of God Nagathambiran with
five headed cobra before they embark any activity of importance. God Nagath-
ambiran symbolizes fertility and prosperity hence the devotees belief that by
worshipping they acquire a better life in future.

The Vel

The Vel or spear was given to Lord Subrahmanya by divine mother Parvati,
the embodiment of Siva Sakti. The shape of Vel also shows that knowledge in the form of jyotis will start from
themMuladhara chakra, represented by the bottom of the Vel, pass through the intermediate nadis (which are
represented by the body of the Vel ) and pierce through the thousand-petalled Brahmarandhra, which is rep-
resented by the sharp, leaf-shaped end of the Vel, and in the end will shine resplendent in the top beyond all
these chakras or nadis.

The serpent

The subordinated serpent kept in check by the peacock’s feet shows that Maya or impurity is completely
overpowered by the power of Pranava.
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Cock in the banner

The cock in the banner signifies the sound-form or then nada of Pranava. It is the nature of the cock to crow
at the moment when the sun rises in the horizon.

Thanda Paani

There is another form of Lord Subrahmanya which is known as Danda Pani. When He is presented in that
form, He stands alone, with the Vel but without Valli or Deivayanai. That also shows that He can be without
the forces of desire and action, but cannot be without the force of knowledge.

Lakshmi Narasimhar

The sculpture of Lakshmi Narasimhar is seen in seated pose possessing four
hands with a form of a lion face and human body. A chakra (discus), seen in His
upper right hand conveys that this weapon is to protect His devotees from evil.
The sankha (conch) is held on the upper left hand is the communication with His
devotees. The front right hands are in the position of protection giving pose (ab-
haya mudra). The front left hand is shown in blessing/boon granting pose (var-
adha mudhra) embracing His sakhi Lakshmi who is seen seated on the left thigh
of Lord Narasimhar. The right leg of this deity is seen freely hanging out and the
foot rests on a lotus flower. His left leg is kept crossed at the knee joint and this
foot touches the inner part of the right thigh. Puranic evidence shows that Lord
Vishnu assumed the form of Narasimha which was neither man nor animal came
out of a broken pillar, laid hold of the demon king by its teeth, put him up on his
thighs and tore him up in the middle by his claws. It was evening time (twilight)
- neither day nor night.The manifestation of the face of Lord Narasimhar accom-
panied with Lakshmi shows a calm and peaceful appearance.

Anjaneyar

The deity of Anjaneyar is seen in standing pose with a form of a face of Hanuman
(monkey) and human body, possessing two hands with adoration (anjali) mudra. This
anjali pose (reverence gesture) is a form of respect and greeting in which two palms are
held softly together and slightly cupped. This unique form with adoration pose of An-
janeyar has a decorated crown on the head. The body is highly decorated with ornaments.
Anjaneyar personifies Vedic knowledge. Anjaneyar is highly erudite, cultured, refined
form with strong physique, wise and highly devoted to Lord Vishnu
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The Navagraha (nine planets)

The Navagraha are considered as of greatest astrological importance and believed to influence and govern
the destinies of the life of the individuals. The images of nine grahas (nine planets) are installed in a separate
pedestal, in a square that no two of the them will face each other. The Navagraha platform is located in the
North Eastern corner of the temple.

The Navagraha (nine planets) are namely; The Surya (Sun/ Ravi/ suriyan) is in the centre, The Chandra
(Moon/ chandran) is in the South Eastern corner, The Angaraka (Mars/ Kuja/Sevvai) is in the South , The
Budha (Mercury/ Pudhan) is in the North East, The Brihaspati - Guru (Jupiter/ viyalan) is in the North, The
Sukra (Venus/ velli) is in the East, The Sani (Saturn/ sani) is in the West, The Rahu (ascending node/ rahu) is
in the South Western corner, The Ketu (descending node/ kethu) is in the North Western corner. The names
of the seven days of a week derive their nemes from the first seven planets respectively. Rahu and Kethu are
not planets but ascending node and descending node of the moon. Kethu is depicted as the personification of
comets and meteors.

Surya (Sun/ Ravi/ Suriyan)

The appearance of the statue of Suriya takes the figure of a human form and seen at the centre of the plan-
ets, facing east and all the other eight grahas (planets) fixed around the Suriya (Sun) each facing a specified
direction. Sun symbolically possess two hands holding lotus flower in each hands. Surya is accompanied with
two sakthies (consorts) named Usha devi, and Prathusha devi on either side. All the three idols are seen to be
seated on a lotus flower. Suriya is seen to fold his legs at knee position while his sakthies seated on the left lap
of Suriya on either side freely hanging their legs where the foots rests on lotus flower

Chandra (Moon/Chandran)

The statue of Chandra is of human form possessing four hands
holding lotus flowers in two hands lower right hand is seen, with ‘ab-
haya mudra’ (protection giving), and The lower left hand is shown in
blessing/boon granting pose (‘varadha mudhra’), Chandra is accom-
panied with his sakthi (consort) known as Rohini seated on the left
lap. Chandra is having white horse as his vehicle.

Angaraka (Mars/ Sevvai)

The statue of Angaraka is of human form possessing four hands holding weapons mace and javelin on the
posterior hands while lotus flowers in the other two anterior hands is accompanied withhis sakthi(consort)
named as Sakthi devi seated on the left lap. Angaraka seems to have goat as his vehicle.

Budha (Mercury/ Pudhan)

The statue of Angaraka is of human form possessing four hands, three hands wielding the weapon sword,
shield and mace. The fourth hand shows the blessing/boon granting pose (‘varadha mudhra’).Budha is seen
to accompanied with his sakthi (consort) named as Gnana Devi seated on the left lap. Budha seems to have
lion as his vehicle.
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Brihaspati - (Jupiter/ Guru /Viyalan)

The figure of the statue of Brahaspati of human structure possessing four hands holding weapons on the
two posterior hands while the right hand is seen, with ‘abhaya mudra’ (protection giving), and a lotus flower
on the left front hand. Brahaspati is seen to accompanied with a
sakthi (consort) named as Tharadevi seated on the left lap. Bra-
haspati seems to have elephant as his vehicle.

Sukra (Venus/ Velli)

The shape of the statue of Sukra is of human appearance pos-
sessing four hands holding weapons on the two posterior hands
while the left hand is seen to possess lotus flower, Sukra is seen to accompanied with his sakthi(consort)
named as Sukirthi seated on the left lap. Sukra seems to have horse as his vehicle.

Sani (Saturn/ Sani)

The shape of the statue of Sani is of human appearance possessing four hands holding weapons on the two
posterior hands while the left hand is seen to possess lotus flower, and another weapon on the front right hand.
Sani is seen to accompanied with his sakthi (consort) named as Neeladevi seated on the left lap. Sani seems to
have crow as his vehicle.

Rahu (ascending node)

The figure of the statue of Rahu is of human appearance pos-
sessing two hands. The right hand is seen , with ‘abhaya mudra’
(protection giving), while the left hand is seen to embrace his
sakthi. Rahu is seen to accompanied with his sakthi (consort)
named as Simhidevi seated on the left lap of Rahu. Rahu seems
to have lion as his vehicle.

Ketu (descending node)

The character of the statue of Rahu is of human appearance possessing two hands. The right hand is seen,
with ‘abhaya mudra’ (protection giving), while the left hand is seen to embrace his sakthi. Kethu is seen to
accompanied withhisa sakthi(consort) named as Chithraleka, seated on the left lap of Kethu. Kethu seems to
have pigeon as his vehicle.
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Nayanar (Four saints of Saivism)

Manikkavasaakar

One of the four saints of Saivism, is considered as the founder of the path of truth (sat marga). He is well
known for his intelligence from his early age. He worked as a chief minister in the court of a Pandyan king for
sometime before he became a true speaker about religious philosophy. His work, Tiruvachakam is considered
to be a pioneering work in Saivism.

Thirunavkkarasa Nayanar (Appar)

Thirunavkkarasa Nayanar is reckoned as a great saint of Saivism. He is a contemporary of the Pallava king
Mahendral. and he is credited for the path of the services of an obedient servant (dasamarga) in Saivism. He
composed a lot of poems out of which only a few are available today.

Thiru Gnana Sambandha Nayanar

Thiru Gnana Sambandha Nayanar is considered one of the great saints
of Saivism, who founded the path of the relation of a son (satputra marga)
to attain liberation (moksha).As a talented child, he was dedicated to Lord
Siva and devine mother Parvathi from a very early age. He was blessed
with the divine feeding by the mother of universe, Parvathi.Thiru Gnana
Sambandhar and Thirunavkkarasar toured many places and is said to have performed many miracles. He com-
posed many poems extolling the virtues Siva and Parvathi. But only a few poems are available today.

Sundaramurthy Nayanar

Sundaramurthy Nayanar is one of the greate saints of Saivism. He founded path of the friend (sahamarga).
Just before the preparation for his marriage he renunciated his life. He traveled far and wide singing songs in
praise of Lord Siva. He composed a lot of devotional poems of which very few are available today.

Granite Idols supplied by:
Sitpi R. Krishnamoorthy, DSA
Sri Gayathry - Classical Sculpture & Architecture
T. K. M. Road, Near Mamallapuram, Vasanthapury
Kancheepuram Dist. — 603 104
Tamil Nadu, South India

Utsava moorthykal suppliedby:
Semponkalai Sirpa Chemmal K. Kuberan Sthapathy, Mohan Fine Arts,
12 Raja Veethi, Swamimalai 612 302, Tanjore Dist.
Tamil Nadu, South India

Doors, Door frames and other Timber Items supplied by:
Sitpy S.Thiyagarajan, Sirpasri Art Land,
313, Sekkalai Road, Karaikudi - 630 001,
Tamil Nadu, South India.
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The foundation laying ceremony for the New Kundrathu Kumaran Temple was conducted on 30 April
2006. In 2008, the management committee of TECCA formally established the Building Committee and I was
given the task of coordinating this committee. Since as early as 2006, so many volunteers have worked tire-
lessly to help in any way they can with the Temple construction and have continued to do so till the completion
of our majestic temple.

The committee at that time consisted of eleven members; Mr. K. Kapilan, Mr. Arullselvam, Mr. Kasi Na-
than, Mr. Vinayaga Sarma, Mr. Pathmalinkam, Mr. V. Navaratnam, Mr. P. Varathalingam, Mr. V. Selvendran,
Mr. R. Rajkumar, Mr. R. Manoharan and myself.

However many more volunteers, both members and non members, including Mr. Suthan, Mr. P. Rajendran,
Mr. Anush, Mr. Devan, Mr. K. Navaratnam and Mr. Kapilan Sarma have since joined the hardworking and
dedicated team.

I apologise for not being able to mention every volunteer who has helped the team individually due to the
numerous members and devotees who sacrificed their time, but to those who have, I thank you sincerely.

Since our beginnings, the team has worked on every Saturday without fail over the past three and a half
years. These volunteers have completed numerous tasks including some of the brick work, as well as concrete
slabs for all the shrines, including the moolasthanam. On top of this, they have taken part in the kopuram con-
struction, building steps and tiling for all the shrines, laying of the timber floor, painting, carpentry, lockup and
fixing work. The volunteers also helped in the laying of underground electricity, water and telephone lines for
the temple, under the supervision of qualified tradesmen. They have also assisted Sthapathy Mr. Thamaraikan-
nan in many aspects of shrine and kopuram construction. This, together with the support of the local bricklay-
ers, enabled Mr. Thamaraikannan to complete the temple without the support of any other sthapathies.

Sweat, hard work and dedication of the many volunteers have saved more than $600,000 in labour costs
alone. We estimate that we have saved a further $400,000 by utilising thoughtful and innovative construction
methods. Needless to say, the building committee and volunteers are extremely proud of their achievements
over the past six years.

I take this opportunity to personally thank each and everyone who has volunteered their time and/ or do-
nated funds to complete this temple. Without the support and dedication of so many members and devotees,
we could not have completed this magnificent new Kundrathu Kumaran Temple in such a short period of time.

I would also like to express our gratitude to Sthapathy Mr. Thamaraikannan, who has worked extremely
hard to complete the temple within such a short period. He has co-operated with the Building Committee
extremely well since his arrival in Australia, and on behalf of the committee I thank him for his hard work,
support and understanding over the past three and a half years.

We are all proud to have been involved in the construction of this great temple, and I am sure this Temple
will serve the Hindu community for many years to come.

Ranjan Vaithiyanathan
Building Committee Coordinator




