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mzpe;Jiu - Foreword 
cyfpy;  ekJ ,e;Jkjk;> jdJ cw;gj;jpia epHzapf;f ,ayhj kpfg; GuhjdkhdJk;> 

kw;w kjq;fSf;nfy;yhk; top fhl;bahaike;jJk;> mjd; Nfhl;ghLfis Muha Muk;gpf;Fk; 

nghOnjy;yhk; GJg;GJ tp\aq;fis czHj;JtJk;> mjd; epajpg;gb xOFNthHf;Fg; 

Nguhde;jg; ngUtho;tspg;gJkhf mike;j gok; ngUk; Gdpj kjkhFk;.  

gz;ila kf;fs; Muk;gj;jpy; ,aw;ifia topgl;Lk;> Gwf;fz;fSf;Fg; Gyg;glhj 

mUtq;fis topgl;Lk; te;jhHfs;. ,jidaLj;Jj; jk; Fwpf;Nfhis miltjw;Fk;> kdij 

xU Kfg;gLj;Jtjw;F cUtq;fis cUthf;fp topgl;lhHfs;. ,aw;ifapd; mopTfspypUe;J 

fhg;ghw;w> ,t;TUtq;fis kuepoypy; itj;Jk;> Nkil fl;bAk;> kuf;nfhl;by; mikj;Jk;> 

nghpa ghiwfs;> kiyfs; Nghd;wtw;iwf; File;J Nfhapy;fs; mikj;Jk;> Rl;l fspkz; 

vdg;gLk; nrq;fw;fisf; nfhz;L Nfhapy;fs; mikj;Jk;> fUq;fw;fshy; thdshtp 

NfhGuq;fisf; nfhz;l Nfhapy;fisf; fl;bAk; neLq;fhyk; epiyahf epw;fty;y 

Nfhapy;fisf; fl;bdH vd;gJ> Nfhapy; fl;Lk; fiy Njhd;wp> tsHe;j tuyhW $Wk; 

cz;ik.  

vy;yhk; ty;y ,iwtd;> vq;Fk; epiwe;jpUg;gpDk;> jpUf;Nfhapypy; tpNrl rhe;epj;jpak; 

ngw;W> vOe;jUsp> vkf;Fg; NguUs; Ghpfpwhd;. mt;thW vOe;jUspAs;s jpUj;jyq;fs; 

cynfq;fpYk;;> cs;sd. 

mf;Nfhl;ghLfisg; gpd;gw;w m];jpthukhf mika mNef mw;Gj N\j;jpuq;fspy; gw;gy 

ehkq;fSld; Mz;ltd; vOe;jUsp Md;kNfhbfSf;Fj;  jpUtUs;ghypj;J tUtJ 

ahtUkwpe;j cz;ik. mq;qdk; mike;j ];jyq;fspy;> mT];Nuypahf; fz;lj;J. nky;Ngh;d; 

efuj;Jf; Fd;wj;Jf; Fkud; Myak; rpwg;ghdJ. 

Myaf; fphpia topghl;bd; NghJ G+i[apd; ,Wjpahf gQ;rGuhzj;ij Njthuk;> jpUthrfk;> 

jpUtpirg;gh> jpUg;gy;yhz;L> jpUg;Guhzk;> jpUg;Gfo; vd;w xOq;F Kiwapy; ghlNtz;Lk;. 

jpUQhdrk;ge;ju; Kjy; Nrf;fpohh; tiu ,Ugj;NjO irt rka Qhdpah;fs;; ghba ghly;fspd; 

njhFg;Ng jpUKiwfs; vd;Dk;; Njhj;jpuEhy;fs;. jpUQhdrk;ge;ju;> jpUehTf;furu;;> 

Re;ju%j;jpahu; Mfpa Kd;W ehad;khu; ghba jpUg;ghly;fs; Njthuk; vdTk; khzpf;f 

Rthkpfs; ghba ghly;fs; jpUthrfk; vd;Wk; miof;fg;gLk;. 

jpUKiwfspy; cs;s jpUg;ghly;fspy; Kf;fpakhdtw;iw njhpe;njLj;Jj; njhFj;J mj;Jld; 

NtW rpy Kf;fpakhd jpUg;ghly;fisAk; cs;slf;fp gQ;rGuhzk; vd;w Njhj;jpu Ehyhf 

mbahu;fs; eyd; fUjp jkpo; Mq;fpyk; Mfpa nkhopfspy; Mya epu;thfk; gpuRupj;Js;sJ. 

 

The word Tevaram  (Njthuk;) refers the first seven volumes of the Thirumurai,(jpUKiw) which consists 
of a collection of twelve‐volumes of Tamil Śaiva devotional poetry.  

All seven volumes are dedicated to the works of the four most prominent Tamil poets (the  Nayanars) of 
the 7th century, Thirugnaanasambanthar Naayanar, Thirunaavukkarasar Naayanar, Sundaramoorthy 
Nayanars and Manickavaasagar Naayanar. The singing of Tevaram is continued as a ritual in all temples 
since the early days. 

In the 10th century, during the reign of Raja Raja Chola 1 a collection of these songs was found abandoned 
in the temple at Chidambaram, along with other religious literary works, and collated by Nambiyandar 
Nambi. It is during the Chola dynasty that Tevarams were recited in all temples. 

There are 276 temples revered by these verses are called paadal petra sthalam and another 276 places 
having Shiva temples that are casually mentioned in the verses are classified as vaipu sthalam. There are 
796 of these songs with a total of more than 8200 stanzas.  

Temple Management has provided selected songs from the Thirumurai, together with a few additional 
songs in this book, ‘Devotional Songs’, in both Tamil and English for the benefit of the devotees.  
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