6)LEUGLFET GERTNSHEIS GLIET PV ST GLLIICaLS FHOU WEVF

Ichonography of the Deities at

Kunrathu Kumaran temple

Lord Vinayaga or Ganesha

Ganesha is the Lord of good fortune and the destroyer of obstacles. His grace is
invoked before any task to ensure success. Ganesha symbolizes AUM (the Pranava
mantra) and considered the incarnation of the entire Cosmos. The ‘elephant’ head
of Ganesha symbolizes fidelity, wisdom, understanding, and a discriminating intel-
lect necessary to attain perfection in life. A goad (ankusa) in the upper left hand
represents the retrenchment of all desires. A noose (pasa), in the upper right hand
symbolizes the highest goal of human evolution, in order to attain spiritual perfec-
tion. The lower right hand holds a broken tusk, with (protection giving (‘abhaya
mudra’) pose.The lower left hand is shown in blessing/boon granting pose (‘varad-
ha mudhra’), holding the ‘modhaka’ a sweet. Coconuts are dashed to crack down in
to pieces in front of Ganesha to symbolize the shattering of the ego infront of him.

The mouse (mooshikam) is a symbol of ignorance that is dominant in darkness and fears light and knowl-
edge. The mouse shows us to remain always on the alert and illuminate our inner-selves with the light of
awareness.

Pancha muka Vinayaka
(Lord Ganesh with five faces)

The feature of Pancha muka Vinayaka is the combination of the following five forms
namely Maha Ganapathy, Chiththa Ganapathy,Viddhya Ganapathy, Sakthi Ganapathy
and Mohsha Ganapathy. Pancha muka Vinayaka possess a human body with two legs,
five heads and ten hands. Each hand possesses the one of the following weapons name-
ly, kudaram, pasam, chakram, musalam, abupam, dangam sulam, dhuvajam and the two
front right hand with ‘abhaya mudra’ (protection giving), The front left hand is shown
in ‘varadha mudhra’( blessing/boon granting pose). The apex of the trunk (the long
flexible nose) is turned towards right, clockwise called ‘Valampuri’.

Valzi Pillayar

The Vinayakar form with two hands in the pose seen at at Kundrathu Kumaran
(Rockbank Murugan) Temple is very unique.

The Valzi Pillayar installed at, Kundrathu Kumaran Temple, is made of granite
according to the correct dimentions mentioned in agamas and pujas were performed
for 48 days at Pillayarpatti or Karpaga Vinayakar temple. The idol of Ganesha at
the mulastana of this Shrine is familiar to many, as this image is found in the rock
cut Karpaka Vinayakar Shrine at Pillayarpatti near Karaikkudi, one of the oldest
Cave Temples (Rock Cut) temples of Tamil Nadu. Situated between Karaikkudi and
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